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Divine Forgetfulness 


By Ida A. Guirey 
1:18; Hebrews 8:12; Micah 7:19; 
Psalm 103:2 
LOTTED out and not remembered, 
Cast into the deepest sea, 
Far as east from west removéd 
By the Lord who died for me. 


What a wonderful salvation! 
What a joy this truth to know— 
Though your sins are now as scarlet 
They shall be as white as snow! 


Isaiah 44:22; 


For the blood of my Redeemer 
Cleansed the record long ago, 
And its purifying power 
Still avails for me, I know. 


As I live beneath the cover 
Of that cleansing crimson tide, 
Let my grateful heart remember 
That for me the Saviour died. 


After Three Days 


Three is a mysterious figure. God 
is a trinity, man is a tripartite being, 
and as far as we know there are only 
three dimensions: length, width, and 
height and depth (which lie in the same 
plane). Strange things can be done in 


mathematics with the figure nine, which 
is three squared. The figure three oc- 
curs repeatedly in the Bible, the con- 
cordance showing about fifty references 
to the expression “three days,” plus a 


great many other references to other 
combinations using the same number. 
It is generally looked upon by Bible 
students as signifying completeness. Fol- 
lowing out this thought, the Companion 
Bible says: “Three is significant of di- 
vine perfection and completeness. The 
third day completes the fundamentals of 
creation-work. The fourth, fifth, and 
sixth days are the counterpart in repe- 
tition of the first, second, and third, and 
correspond respectively. The number, 
3, includes resurrection also; for on the 
third day the earth rose up out of the 
deep, and fruit rose up out of the earth” 
(Appendix 10). The Lord Jesus re- 
peatedly prophesied that He would rise 
from the dead on the third day, and we 
know from the Gospel records that this 
prophecy was gloriously fulfilled. With- 
out attaching any magic significance to 
the number, this interval of a three-day 
period may have an interesting applica- 
tion to our daily lives. When there is 
an important decision to be made, which 
does not have to be made immediately, 
it is well to wait at least three days; 
and it is remarkable to see how, in that 
time, the problem can be thoroughly 
analyzed, new factors may come to light, 
and the mental anguish of the moment 


. 


will gradually ‘subside until peace of 
mind comes. More time is thus given 
for prayer for guidance, for searching 
the Scriptures, for God to bring to our 
remembrance Bible passages that will 
throw light on the problem, and for 
consultation with spiritual friends. Hasty 
action, especially when it is unnecessary, 
often brings troublesome results; while 
a delay of three days may keep us from 
taking a wrong step. If Satan can get 
us into a mental fever over a decision, 
and drive us to a hasty conclusion, he 
has gained a victory. In a lovely pro- 
phetic picture of Christ, where God says, 
“Behold, I lay in Zion for a foundation 
a stone, a tried stone, a precious corner 
stone, a sure foundation,” He adds, “He 
that believeth shall not make haste” 
(Isa. 28:16). Paul’s quotation from this 
passage is also a good commentary, for 
he wrote, “For the scripture saith, Who- 
soever believeth on him shall not be 
ashamed” (Rom. 10:11). Haste and faith 
are not good partners, and waiting on 
God will often keep us from being 
ashamed. The next time you have a 
serious decision to make, try letting it 
rest for three days, and see whether 
God will not work for you in unexpected 
ways. 


Wedding Plans 


By Irene Hammer 


the strange trials through which 

some of God’s children are pass- 
ing, some very profitable thoughts came 
to me. I trust there will be some bless- 
ing for you as you read the following. 
Christ Jesus our Lord is waiting until 
His enemies be made His footstool. We 
are waiting for the same thing. We are 
called to “wait for his Son, from heaven” 
(1 Thess, 1:10). We are to press on, 


R tee sean as I considered some of 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“Blessed is the man that trusteth 
in the Lord, and whose hope the 


Lord is” (Jer. 17:7). 























serve Him, and occupy until He comes, 
We are looking for His appearing! 

It seems that every letter I receive 
from friends near and far is filled with 
accounts of strange trials that the writer 
is passing through. Unusual things. 
Things hard to understand or cope with. 
Lifetime friends being separated in their 
friendship and _ fellowship. Trouble, 
trouble everywhere. Satan busy. Flesh 
active. These letters are also overflow- 
ing with praise to Him, the altogether 
lovely One, the Christ, of God. As I 
ponder all this there is only one an- 
swer: “He is coming”’—and with His 
coming, we shall be changed! And who 
does not sense that need! 

Have you ever been close to some 
friend who was knee-deep in prepara- 
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tion for her daughter’s wedding? I’m 
sure, if you have, you have made some 
observations. First, there is the engage- 
ment announcement, and everyone is 
extending congratulations and_ best 
wishes. Everything seems calm, serene, 
and peaceful. Months go by. Suddenly 
the mother and daughter realize that it 
is getting close to the time when they 
must get down to some real planning. 
Wedding invitations must be designed 
and ordered. Guests must be chosen. 
How many shall we invite to the wed- 
ding? What will be our color scheme? 
Who will be the bride’s attendants and 
how many will there be? From whom 
shall we order the flowers? What caterer 
will we have? What arrangements will 
we need to make for relatives coming 
from a distance? Overnight accommoda- 
tions must be made, for several nights 
for some of these guests. The living room 
furniture must have new slip covers. 
The entire place must be thoroughly 
house-cleaned. The east bedroom needs 
new wallpaper and curtains. Sisters 
Martha and Grace must give up their 
single rooms and room together for a 
few weeks so the dressmaker can have 
a room to herself as she makes the gowns 
for the wedding. Brother John must take 
the attic bedroom and give his room up to 
Grandma and Grandpa, who will be com- 
ing for a three-weeks’ visit. The-sleeping 
porch must take four beds instead of 
the usual two, so that Uncle John and 
Cousin Edward will have a place. My, 
oh my, is there any end to what we have 
to think about and plan? “I didn’t re- 
alize there was so much involved in 
having a wedding,” the bride-to-be is 
heard to say on several occasions. 

The months slip by—it’s almost the 
week before the wedding. Was there 
ever such confusion anywhere as is to 
be seen in the household of the bride- 
to-be? Everyone seems to be pushed 
out of his or her place. “I’ve given up 
my room to Aunt Mary, who doesn’t like 
to stay with strangers. I can’t find half 
of my needed belongings because I for- 
got to take them when I moved out to 
make room for her.” John can’t get at 
his books because they were all piled 
up and moved to the basement because 
the library must be given over to extra 
tables to display the wedding gifts. 
Little Sister writes from college, “What- 
ever is going on at home? It’s been three 
weeks since I’ve had a line from anyone. 
Arid the last letter I had was filled with 
nothing but wedding plans. Doesn't 
anyone think of me? How about 
a box of homemade cookies to cheer 
me up just before exams?” And so it 
goes. Wedding plans. But wait—it’s 
now the day before the wedding. Every- 
one seems to be walking on pins and 
needles. Hurry and bustle, frantic last- 
minute touches to this and that because 
the time is short. One snatches a bite 
of supper at the edge of the kitchen 
cabinet, another uses the rim of the sink, 
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and still another has a tray propped up 
on the breakfast porch fern stand. There 
seems to be no order anywhere. We’re 
getting the bride ready! Tomorrow’s the 
wedding day! 

The phone rings seemingly constantly. 
Telegrams arrive. Delivery trucks come 
several times a day. Bits of ribbon and 
tissue paper, thread, flower petals, 
straight pins, more tissue paper are 
strewn in every room. Did you ever 
see sO much paper and so many boxes 
in your life? 

Four o’clock—the day before the wed- 
ding. Women arrive and begin cleaning. 
Tissue paper and boxes disappear as if 
by magic. Tables appear with all kinds 
of glistening gifts, each bearing a card 
with the name of the giver. Flowers 
in beautiful vases are on the piano and 
other suitable places. The dining room 
cleared of all accumulated “debris” and 
a beautiful lace cloth adorns the table, 


‘and a lovely floral decoration is in the 


center. Things begin to lose that ap- 
pearance of disorder and confusion. Mid- 
night comes and everyone seems to begin 
to be somewhat calm and collected. The 
wedding day arrives. The disordered 
collection of tissue paper, half-read let- 
ters, boxes, string, ribbon, flower petals, 
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gifts opened and unopened—all seem 
to have magically disappeared altogether 
or have found their proper places. My! 
What confusion we have lived through! 
What seeming disorder! But it was all 
to a very joyous purpose—we were get- 
ting the bride ready. 

How wonderful! The bride walks 
down the aisle in all the calm and state- 
liness of the solemn hour. There is no 
confusion. How peaceful, how beauti- 
ful! The great hour at last is here; the 
bride is on the way to meet her beloved. 
There are no boxes, no string, no bits 


of ribbon, no tissue paper here and 


and no half-opened gifts and 
letters. There is no disorder. There 
is dignity and beauty. There is no 
evidence of all that went on in ad- 
vance of this great day except, of course, 
in the beauty of it. All the work and 
the disorder and the inconvenience and 
the jangled nerves and the headaches 
and loss of sleep are in the background, 
forgotten. Joy reigns, the bride is ready! 


there, 





Look up! 

He is coming! 

We shall be changed! 

(1 Pet. 4:12, 13; 1 John 3:2, 3; 1 Thess. 
4:13-18; 1 Cor. 15:51, 52.) 


Notes ON OPEN LETTERS 


ls Godliness a Guarantee 
of Physical Safety? 


In reading the Times for June 25 I 
was impressed by the article, “Why 
Do the Good Suffer?” by Arthur Hed- 
ley. 

I find this statement, “Godliness is 
no guarantee of security against those 
ills common to mankind.” It appears 
to me that the writer takes the view- 
point that there is no difference be- 
tween God’s people and the people 
who do not have God. Now what 
about Exodus 11:7? Also Deuteron- 
omy 7:15? Now, was this promise for 
the Jews only? Is God a respecter 
of persons? Or is the promise for all 
Israel, which includes all believers? 
Certainly Jesus seemed to fulfill this 
promise as He went about healing the 
sick and afflicted—A Pennsylvania 
reader. 

When Mr. Hedley made that state- 
ment, he spoke from observation, per- 
sonal experience, and knowledge of the 
Scriptures. He knows what it means 
to overcome physical handicaps. In the 
editorial in question Mr. Hedley fre- 
quently supported his statements by 
Bible references. He did not say that 
there is no difference between the saved 
and the unsaved, for he showed that the 
Christian’s faith can triumph in the 
midst of trials. . 

Here is the text of the two references 
given by the reader: “But against any 
of the children of Israel] shall not a dog 
move his tongue, against man or beast: 


that ye may know how that the Lord 
doth put a difference between the Egyp- 
tians and Israel’ (Exod. 11:7); “And the 
Lord will take away from thee all sick- 
ness, and will put none of the evil dis- 
eases of Egypt, which thou knowest, 
upon thee; but will lay them upon all 
them that hate thee” (Deut. 7:15). (The 
original letter gave “Exodus 11:17,” but 
there is no such verse.) It is clear that 
both of these verses were given espe- 
cially to Israel and applied to their ex- 
perience in Egypt. And there are many 
other similar promises in the Bible, 
which have a primary and sometimes ex- 
clusive application to Israel, and may 
often bring conviction or comfort to us. 
It is not fair exposition to ask in this 
context, “Is God a respecter of persons?” 
doubtless having in mind Peter’s words 
to Cornelius (Acts 10:34); nor is it ac- 
curate to say that Israel, in this sense, 
“includes all believers.” All Israel are 
not believers, neither are all believers 
Jews. It is true that the Jews are God’s 
Chosen People (Isa. 44:1, et al.), and 
His peculiar treasure (Exod. 19:5; Psa. 
135:4); but they rejected the Messiah 
when He came, and there are still mil- 
lions of them in unbelief. God made 
special promfses to them, such as those 
concerning the land of Israel, which are 
already being fulfilled; but these are not 
for the Church. In this present Church 
age, both Jew and Gentile are brought 
into the Church through faith in the 


(Continued on page 644) 
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ll. The Deity of Our Lord 


A vindication of sound doctrine as Jehovah's Witnesses 
assault this rock-foundation truth 


KE the wonder of the person of 

Jesus Christ out of the Bible, and 

you have stolen its very heart away, 
Our Lord claimed, “I and my Father are 
one”; but take His deity out of these 
words, and the entire passage becomes 
meaningless. 

The angels in Heaven were conversant 
with the worship of Heaven, for it is 
written, “Thou art Jehovah, even thou 
alone; thou hast made heaven, the 
heaven of heavens, with all their host, 
... and the host of heaven worshippeth 
thee” (Neh. 9:6, A.S.V.). Our Lord, 
speaking of worship, said, “Thou shalt 
worship the Lord thy God, and him only 
shalt thou serve” (Matt. 4:10). This, 
however, but emphasizes the truth that 
like worship is to be rendered to Christ 
as ‘to God the Father. These Scriptures 
also emphasize the fact that Christ must 
be God, since the command is given 
concerning Jesus Christ, “. . . let all 
the angels of God worship him” (Heb. 
1:1-6). This one who is worshiped as 
Jehovah is Jesus Christ who receives 
angelic worship, and of whom it is writ- 
ten, “But unto the Son he saith, Thy 
throne, O God, is for ever and ever” 
(Heb, 1:8). 


Jehovah’s Witnesses and Infidels Agree 


No infidel fought more desperately to 
take the crown of deity from Jesus 
Christ than do the Jehovah’s Witnesses. 
To do this, the Jehovah’s Witnesses lift 
texts out of their context, and base their 
arguments on their illogical conclusions. 

Regarding the words of the Lord Jesus, 
*T and the Father are one” (John 10: 
30, A.S.V.), the Jehovah’s Witnesses 
teach that Christ is one with the Father 
only in the same sense that all believers 
are one with the Father and the Son. 
Let us quote from their textbook, “Let 
God Be True”: 

“What Jesus meant at John 10:30 he 
himself explains in his prayer to the 
Father on the night before his execution: 
‘Neither pray I for these alone, but for 
them also which shall believe on me 
through their word; that they all may 
be one: as thou, Father, art in me, and 
I in thee, that they also may be one in 
us: that the world may believe that 
thou hast sent me. And the glory which 
thou gavest me I have given them; that 
they may be one, even as we are one’ 
(John 17:20-22). . . . The plain truth 
reveals itself, that is, just as Christ and 
his body members are regarded as one, 
so are Jehovah and Christ-regarded as 
one. They are all one in agreement, 
purpose and organization” (see “Let God 
Be True,” p. 104). 


This is the second article by Dr. 
Rowell, pastor of the Central Bap- 
tist Church, Victoria, B. C., in which 
he gives Bible answers to the mis- 
leading arguments of a cult which 
seems to be gaining in strength. He 
quotes from the literature of Jeho- 
vah’s Witnesses, and exposes their 
fallacies by the use of the Bible and 
the writings of sound scholars. The 
third and last article, which will 
appear next week, is entitled “Jeho- 
vah-Jesus,” and is a vindication of 
the claims of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ. 








Jehovah’s Witnesses and 
Infidels Join Hands 


Around the person and work of our 
Lord the battle rages. Infidels of the 
past have sought to overthrow the deity 
of Christ, and to twist Scripture to fit 
their arguments as well as their unbe- 
lief. 

The dying regret of Thomas Paine was 
that he had ever written his book en- 
titled “The Age of Reason.” In this 
book, he declared his intention was, as 
he expressed it, “to confine myself to 
show that the Bible is spurious, and thus, 
by taking away the foundation, to over- 
throw at once the whole structure of 
superstition raised thereon ...” (p. 164). 
“The Age of Reason” has been desig- 
nated “an uncompromising, ignorant, and 
audacious attack on the Bible.” The fact 
is, this book has perverted the thinking 
of many, and turned them into infidels. 

Strange as it may seem, Thomas Paine, 
the infidel, used the very same argu- 
ment as do the Jehovah’s Witnesses, as 
presented in the above quotation from 
“Let God Be True.” The question arises, 
Did the Jehovah’s Witnesses get this 
argument against the deity of our Lord 
from the infidels? Let us note how the 
infidel’s statement is similar in import 
to that of the Jehovah’s Witnesses. Con- 
cerning Jesus Christ, he wrote: 

“He was a Jew by birth and by pro- 
fession; and HE WAS THE SON OF GOD 
IN LIKE MANNER THAT EVERY 
OTHER PERSON IS—for the Creator 
is the Father of all” (“The Age of Rea- 
son,” by Thomas Paine, p. 29). 


Skeptic Uses Same Scriptures 
as Jehovah’s Witnesses 

We have seen how the Jehovah’s Wit- 
nesses associate John 17 with John 10, 
in order to draw the conclusion that 
our Lord did not claim deity when He 
said, “I and the Father are one” (John 
10:30, A.S.V.). Let us now observe 
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how close a parallel the Jehovah’s Wit- 
nesses run with another skeptic, who 
associates the same Scriptures to draw 
the same conclusion, namely, to deny 
that Jesus Christ claimed deity. This 
time we refer to the writings of Ernest 
Renan, who wrote: 

“That Jesus never dreamt of passing 
himself for an incarnation of the true 
God, there can be no doubt... his 
disciples are one, as he and hig Father 
are one. John 10:30; 17:21” (“The Life 
of Jesus,” by Ernest Renan, pp. 214, 
215). 

Surely, this is strange company for 
the Jehovah’s Witnesses to keep, such 
as unbelieving Jews and Christ-reject- 
ing infidels, teaching, as they alf do, 
that there is no difference between the 
oneness of Jesus Christ with God the 
Father, any more than between Jesus 
Christ and believers. Therefore, they 
teach that the oneness of Jesus Christ 
with the Father was not unique; thus 
discrediting His claim to deity, when He 
said, “I and my Father are one.” 


Every Argument Must Be Tested 


It is not necessarily a safe conclusion 
to arrive at, because unbelieving Jews, 
and Christ-rejecting infidels, and Jeho- 
vah’s Witnesses agree in denying the 
deity of our Lord. 


“Oneness” in John 10 and John 17 

In John 10, we have a statement as to 
the person of Christ, which is our Lord’s 
answer to the question of His critics, 
“If thou be the Christ, tell us plainly” 
(v. 24). To this our Lord responded 
with the claim, “I and my Father are 
one.” There is a vast difference, how- 
ever, between John 10, which deals with 
His person, and John 17, which gives 
His high-priestly prayer which includes 
those who were once sinners (v. 6), 
whereas, of Him it is written, “In him 
was no sin.” 

If, as the critics claim, the same one- 
ness is implied in John 17:22,“ ... 
that they may be one, even as we are 
one,” and John 10:30, “I and my Father 
are one,” then, why cannot we make 
the same claim that Jesus did, and say, 
“I and the Father are one”? Such a 
claim would be immediately rejected; 
for the text in its context demands a 
unique oneness. 

If, as the Jehovah’s Witnesses and 
the infidels claim, these two Scriptures 
teach that believers are one with God 
in the same way that Christ is one with 
the Father, then, why cannot we say, 
“And I give unto them eternal life,” 
since it was on the ground of His one- 
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ness with the Father that our Lord made 
this claim? To ask this question, is to 
answer it. We know we could make 
no such claim. Hence, there is a differ- 
ence in the oneness in John 10 and 
John 17, 


What Is the Difference in “Oneness”? 


1. John 10 is the oneness of Godhead 
—“Thou . .. makest thyself God” 
(John 10:33). 

John 17 is oneness effected by 
redemption—Sinners united to God 
by faith in Christ. 

2. John 10 is the oneness of equality— 
“making himself equal with God” 
(John 5:18; 10:33). 

John 17 is the oneness of union 
based on redemption—“For the 
Father himself loveth you, because 
ye have loved me, and have be- 
lieved that I came out from God. 
. .. And this is life eternal .. .” 
(John 16:27; 17:3). 

3. John 10 is the oneness of es- 
sence, the oneness of being, con- 
scious oneness with the Father—“I 
and the Father are one.” 

John 17 is oneness of union by 
grace, i.e., oneness by the favor of 
God toward the undeserving. 

The contrast in the difference between 
the oneness in John 10 and John 17 is 
so evident that it needs no further em- 
phasis. However, let us look again, and 
examine a little further. In answer to 
the question, “If thou be the Christ, tell 
us plainly,” Christ made specia] claim 
to deity, when He said, “I and my 
Father are one” (John 10:24, 30). Here, 
“one” is used with a plural verb, prov- 
ing both unity of nature but difference 
of person. It must be also emphasized 
that the word “one” is neuter, not mas- 
culine. Hence, not “I and my Father 
are one person,” but, “I and my Father 
are one in essence,” speaking of unity 
in nature. As Dr, Marvin R. Vincent 
says, “It implies unity of essence, not 
merely of will or of power” (“Word 
Studies,” vol. ii, p. 197). 


Christ’s Tremendous Claim 


“I and my Father are one..,, All 
things that the Father hath are mine” 
(John 10:30; 16:15). .That is, “All things 
that the Father hath,” as God, “are 
mine.” The Father hath an eternal God- 
head, and that is mine; the Father. hath 
infinite power and wisdom, and that is 
mine; the Father hath infinite majesty 
and glory, and that is mine. ... Well 
saith Christ, there is nothing in the 
Father, as God, but is mine, ‘All that 
the Father hath is mine’; the Father is 
God, and I am God; the Father is life, 
and I am life; for whatsoever the Father 
hath is mine: John 10:30, ‘I and my 
Father are one’; we are one eternal God, 
we are one in consent, will, essence, 
nature, power, dominion, glory. ‘I and 
my Father are one’; two persons, but 
one God. He speaketh this as He is 
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God, one in substance, being, and deity” 
(“The Golden Key,” by Thomas Brooks). 
“The Rabbi of Nazareth speaks in a 
tone wifich would sound blasphemous 
indeed if He had been nothing more 
than the pious and genial son of the 
carpenter. .. . He speaks of Himself as 
God’s only begotten Son (John 3:13); 
refers to His personal pre-existence be- 
fore Abraham, yea, before the creation 
of the world (John 3:13; 8:58; 17:5, 24); 
ascribes to Himself oneness of power 
with the Father (John 10:30), which 
can only be based on unity of nature, 
and moreover, as is well known, accepts 
with approbation the reverential homage 
of believing Thomas (John 20:28, 29)” 
(“Christian Dogmatics,” by J. J. Van 
Oosterzee, D.D., vol. ii, p. 508). 


All Hope Rests on This Oneness 


All the hopes of the redeemed rest on 
this unity; and this oneness with the 
Father enables our Lord to say, “And 
I give unto them eternal life; and they 
shall never perish , . .” (John 10:28). 
Take the deity of Christ, His oneness 
with the Father, out of this chapter, and 
this Scripture becomes meaningless. In- 
stead, however, with these words He 
advanced His claims far up toward the 
throne of God, and then calmly takes 
His seat upon that eternal throne, as 
He asserts, “I and my Father are one.” 
It was this claim which justified His 
assurance, ‘Neither shall any man pluck 
them out of my hand.” 


How Did Christ’s Critics 
Understand His Claim? 

The Jews were actually present with 
Jesus. They heard and understood His 
claims,. and they understood Him to 
claim absolute equality with Jehovah; 
equality with God in a unique sense; 
and for this reason they charged Him 
with blasphemy, and sought to put into 
execution the penalty against blasphemy, 
death by stoning (Lev. 24:16). Christ 
was either what He claimed to be, and 
what the Jews knew He claimed to be, 
or else an impostor, and guilty of blas- 
phemy. 

If Christ’s Godhead is not supreme, 
why did He not correct their misunder- 
standing, when they charged Him with 
claiming deity? The Scriptures make 
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the issue clear. We read our Lord’s 
claim, and then the Jews’ reaction. “I 
and my Father are one. Then the Jews 
took up stones again to stone him, . 
For a good work we stone thee not; 
but for blasphemy; and because. that 
thou, being a man, makest thyself God” 
(John 10: 30-33). 

Instead of seeking to change their un- 
derstanding of His words, He gave fur- 
ther emphasis to His claim. He said, 
Do you say to me, “Thou blasphemest; 
because I said, I am the Son of God? 
If I do not the works of my Father, be- 
lieve me not. But if I do, though ye 
believe not me, believe the works: that 
ye may know, and believe, that the 
Father is in me, and I in him.” Canon 
Liddon wrote, “The motive of their in- 
dignation was not disowned by Him. 
They. believed Him to mean that He 
Himself was a divine Person; and He 
never repudiated that construction of 
His language” (“The Divinity of Our 
Lord,” p. 189). 


Why Did the Jews Crucify Jesus? 

Our Lord’s claim to be the Son of 
God in a unique sense was the human 
cause of His death. “And they that 
passed by reviled him ... saying... 
If thou be the Son of God, come down 
from the cross . . . for he said, I am 
the Son of God” (Matt, 27:39-43). 


He That Is Not With Me Is Against Me 

All men, in giving judgment on this 
issue, must either side with our Lord 
Jesus Christ, or with the unbelieving 
Jews who sought to put Him to death. 
The Jehovah’s Witnesses deny the deity 
of Jesus Christ, even as did those who 
crucified Him. They have givén their 
judgment against these claims of our 
Lord, and they have joined the crowd 
of unbelieving Jews who cried, “Away 
with him, away with him, crucify him,” 
because of His claim, “I and my Father 
are one.” 

Where do we stand? With Jesus, or 
with those Christ-rejecting Jews? With 
Jesus Christ our Lord, or with the self- 
styled Jehovah’s Witnesses, in their de- 
nial of His deity? Our Lord said, “He 
that is not with me is against me.” 

(To be continued) 


A Rally Day Planning Committee 


Getting an early start on a comprehensive program 


SUCCESSFUL fall rally of church 

and school does not consist in merely 
presenting an elaborate program or in 
an effort to attract large numbers to 
the services. Rather it calls for the 
setting up of a definite objective, and 
for plans well laid, so that this objective 
may be achieved. Such a program was 
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successfully carried out by the First 
Presbyterian Church of Coral Gables, 
Fla., with the school following the pro- 
gram as outlined by the planning com- 
mittee. Of course some minor changes 
had to be made, but the program was 
as closely adhered to as was possible. 
Here is what was done: 4 
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Lesson for August 28 


TENTATIVE OUTLINE SUGGESTED 
BY THE COMMITTEE 

Theme.—Evangelism—I will be Chris- 
tian. 

Purpose.—1. To bring the work of the 
school to its full effectiveness early in 
the fall, both as to attendance and as to 
program; 

2. To emphasize spiritual growth, cul- 
minating in consecration and welcome 
of new and returning members of the 
school, on Rally Day. and in the public 
confession of Christ by those who may 
be so led, on the October observance of 
Holy Communion. 

Mid-August.—Teachers’”’ meeting to 
plan activities and to organize for serv- 
ice. 

Early September.—Teachers’ meeting 
to hear committee reports on all phases 
of rally program, and to plan for school 
organization to effect that program. 

Mid-September.—Teachers’ rally for 
inspiration and fellowship, consecration 
for service in the school, and instruc- 
tion in the fall program. 

Last Sunday in September.—Promo- 
tion day. 

Early October—A weeknight rally 
party. Entertainment for the entire 
school; followed by separate games and 
programs for children, young people, 
and adults. Refreshments, 
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2nd Sunday in October—Rally Day. 
An enthusiastic service with real spir- 
itual meaning. 


3rd and 4th Sundays in October.—Fol- 
low-up on evangelistic emphasis. 

During the period from mid-Septem- 
ber to Rally Day, all departments of the 
church, the Junior Choir, Men’s Brother- 
hood, all young people’s organizations, 
women’s groups, and all organs of church 
work should initiate their year’s pro- 
gram of activity with rally meetings. 
Let us make this Rally Day the starting 
line for a complete school and church 
program. 

Your Committee recommends wide 
participation in both the planning and 
the execution of these events, that must 
remain moderate in expense. We sug- 
gest the following committees might con- 
tribute to the effectiveness of this pro- 
gram: Steering, Teachers’ Rally, 
Promotion Day, Party, Rally Day, Pub- 
licity, and Evangelism. 

With such a program planned well in 
advance of Rally Day, the entire church 
was alerted to the importance of the 
event, and there was no last minute rush 
to present an elaborate Rally Day pro- 
gram. The big day was approached 
carefully and then followed systemat- 
ically so as to bring about the best 
results. 


M1aMI, FLA, 


Evening Thoughts of a Missionary’s Children 


From a prayer letter sent to friends by Angus and Rosemary Cunningham 
of the Unevangelized Fields Mission, missionaries in Breves, Para, Brazil 


F YOU have ever guided the evening 

prayer time of little ones, and sought 
to quiet them and prepare them for sleep, 
you will appreciate these comments of 
a missionary’s children, which their par- 
ents some months ago shared with 
friends and prayer helpers: 

John (aged 6): O God, thank you 
for this good house that doesn’t let the 
rain be on us, and for mosquito nets 
that other people don’t have so the mos- 
quitoes give them malaria, and for our 
baby that you gave us. 

Carol (aged 5): Now it’s my turn. O 
Father, thank you that you didn’t let 
the tigers eat us last night, and the 
jaguars eat us last night, and thank you 
that the sting rays didn’t get us, and the 
bats didn’t get us and the tarantulas 
didn’t get us. And you like us... 

Mark (aged 4): Pss, Carol, you forgot 
the lions. : 

Carol: Oh, yes, Father. Thank: you, 
you didn’t let the lions eat us. 

Mark: Carol, the elephants. 

Carol: And the elephants didn’t eat us. 

Mother: That’s enough, there are no 
tigers or lions or elephants in Brazil. 

John: Why aren’t there, Mother? 

Mother: Because they’re in Africa. 

John: Why don’t they come here so 
we could see them? 


Mother: Let’s go on with our prayers. 

Carol: The snakes. I forgot to tell 
God to not let the snakes bite us to- 
morrow. There are lots of snakes here in 
Brazil, aren’t there, Mother? O Father, 
don’t let the snakes bite us. 

Mark: It’s my turn now, Carol. O 
God, I had a very good play today. Help 
me to swim like John, because I’d like 
to swim. Take us to Heaven. 

Carol: Mother, I’d rather go to Port 
Tell than to Heaven, because there’s 
water to swim in and a beach in Port 
Tell. 

Mother: But there are four rivers in 
Heaven. 

John: Yes, Carol, and the water is so 
clean you can see into it. 

Carol: But is it deep? Then I don’t 
want to go because I can’t swim. 

Mother: If there is deep water, there 
is surely shallow water, too. 

Mark: Mother, I don’t want to go to 
Heaven, because I don’t want to die. 


Mother: Maybe you won’t ever die. 
Mark: Why? 
Mother: Because maybe Jesus will 


come again before then and take us up 
to His house. 
Mark: But His house is too little. 
Mother: No, it isn’t little. He has 
many houses: white, blue, gold, silver. 
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Mark: Oh, yes, I want to go to Heaven. 
You know why, Mother? Because Jesus 
is in Heaven and I want to see Him. 

Carol: Am I going to die? 

Mother: Maybe, some day. Just when 
you're old, I hope, 

Carol: No. Mother, I don’t want to be 
old, I want to be new. 

Mark: How did God get all that water 
up there in Heaven? Does He have a 
pretty big pump? 

John: No, Mark, you don’t need pumps 
in Heaven. 

Carol: I saw Jesus once, 
John: You never did. 
see Jesus, can we, Mother? 

Mother: Some people can, 

John: What, Mother? 

Mother: Some people can. Stephen in 
the Bible saw Jesus when he was right 
on the ground being stoned. He looked 
up and saw Jesus on His shining throne 
waiting to welcome him to Heaven. 

John: Then why doesn’t He let us all 
see Him? 

Mother: Jesus doesn’t let us all see 
Him because some people say, “If I don’t 
see Jesus, I won’t believe in Him.” He 
wants us to say, “Even if I don’t see 
Jesus I believe in Him.” 

Carol: I believe Him, Mother. 

Mark: Now, God, thank you for the 
songs of the little frogs sitting on their 
li’l paddles. 

Mother: Not on “li'l paddles,” honey, 
on “lily pads.” 

Mark: No, Mommy, you said it’s on li’l 
paddles they sit. 

Carol: Mother, were you choking? 

Mother: No, no, just coughing. All 
right. Now no more questions. If you 
have something to tell me, I’m ready to 
listen, but don’t ask one single question. 

John: What is a question, Mother? 

Carol: Thank you for our food, and 
our house, and our hair what you giv’d 
us. 
John: O Lord! I have pity for the cow 
whose little calf died today from the 
snake’s bite, and the cow is mooing all 
alone in the night because she’s lone- 
some. I have pity for all the little calves 
who died. Good night! 

Mother: Go to sleep now. 

John: Are you in the other room, 
Mom? I just wanted to tell you what 
I’m going to be when I get big! It’s a 
butcher and a preacher and a Christian. 


People can’t 





Further extracts from the prayer let- 
ter read: 

Let us say once again, “Thank God 
for His continued provision of health, 
strength, and faith.” There was a time 
when I never thought about health un- 
less I got sick, but with a home chock- 
o-block with Brazilian children, the work 
of a home, a school, a church, and a fam- 
ily, we recognize that it is the daily 
shower from Heaven that keeps us going 
on. 

The promise is, “My grace is sufficient.” 


(Continued on page 647) 
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A Survey of Religious Life and Thought 


Encouragements and warnings from all the world 





Lebanon, is an old evangelical 

foundation which has been secular- 
ized, and we are told that six years ago 
faculty members were forbidden to men- 
tion the name of Jesus Christ in public 
lectures on the university grounds lest 
the susceptibilities of the numerous Mos- 
lem students be offended. 

Latterly, however, Maurice Hanna 
and James De Pasquale, sent by Inter- 
national Students, Inc., to study there 
as lay missionaries, were given permis- 
sion by the president to hold evange- 
listic meetings in April. Some two hun- 
dred accepted Christ in these meetings. 

Mr. Hanna, speaking on “Ye shall 
know the truth, and the truth shall make 
you free,” described, in four meetings, 
Christ as the truth about God, the truth 
about man, the Emancipator from sin, 
and the risen One. 

Preceding the campus meetings, evan- 
gelistic services were held in the 
National Evangelical Church in Beirut, 
which seats six hundred. Converts in- 
cluded teachers, students, housewives, 
business and professional men. In some 
cases -whole families were converted. 
Thirty girls from a secondary school 
came to Christ. There are now follow-up 
instruction and correspondence courses. 


Tia American University at Beirut, 


At the instance of General Motors, a 
booklet has been written for the use of 
its workers by Dr. F. C. Stifler, late of 


the American Bible Society, entitled 
“How To Read the Bible.” The first 
printing was 300,000 copies. Recently 


General Electric and Pacific Telephone 
and Telegraph have printed hundreds of 
thousands more.. The demand has ex- 
ceeded that of any literature ever dis- 


tributed to industrial personnel. Sun- 
day schools and churches are now 
asking for copies. Price, ten cents, 


American Bible Society, Dept. G, 450 
Park Ave., New York 22, 


“The Theological Dollar” is the cap- 
tion for remarks on Mr. Rockefeller’s 
“largest single grant ever made to re- 
ligious training purposes.” “This twenty 
million. gift,” says World Dominion, 
“raises teasing questions in the mind 
as to the concentration of such wealth 
in individual hands, the limits and pos- 
sibilities and dangers to churches which 
become so rich in this world’s goods.” 

Fourteen million dollars are to be ex- 
pended on headquarters for the National 
Council of Churches. Again Mr. Rocke- 
feller is to the fore, giving the valuable 
site and paying for a “modified Gothic 
limestone exterior which will harmonize 
with other nearby buildings.” These 


buildings include the Riverside Church 


and International House, both of which 
he financed, and Union Theological 
Seminary, of which he has been a 
princely benefactor. The whole complex 
constitutes a harmonious religious monu- 
ment to the new Constantine. 

It will be a skyscraper of seventeen 
stories. The constituent denominations 
will make vast investments in it, the 
American Baptist Convention, $600,000, 
the Presbyterians U.S.A., $300,000; and 
there will be a twenty-one-year mort- 
gage. Who would have thought that out 
of the shabby Federal Council cocoon 
would come such a magnificent butterfly? 

But the word Maranatha will not be 
inscribed over its portals; nor over the 
entrance fo the Rockefeller Center on 
Fifth Avenue and Fiftieth Street; nor 
over the U.N. building on the East Side, 
whose site he also contributed. 

Mr. Rockefeller’s “Theological Dollar” 
constitutes nigh a third of the fund al- 
ready amassed for the renovation of the 
Unitarian Divinity School at Harvard. 
The purpose of the fund, according to 
the Harvard Foundation News Letter 
of May 13, is to advance “the moral and 
ethical values of our West Christian tra- 
dition” by “transmitting through an en- 
lightened and inspired ministry the in- 
spiration of all the living religions of 
the day.” Christ is not mentioned. He 
is no longer central. 

The Dean chosen for the School is a 
member of the Central Committee of 
the World Council of Churches, who, it 
is announced by President Pusey, “will 
keep the work of the [Unitarian] Di- 
vinity School helpfully related to the 
living religion in the churches and 
among the people of this nation and the 
world.” 


The 1954 Convention of the National 
Association of Evangelicals, held in Chi- 
cago, gave a picture of solid and vigor- 
ous growth. Dr. Ockenga of Park Street 
Church, Boston, warned against any rap- 
prochement to the National Council of 


Churches: 


“Overtures are being made to members 
of our National Association of Evangel- 
icals to support the National Council of 
Churches ahd to be rewarded with places 
of leadership and responsibility therein. 
But that would mean compromise with 
Modernism, Barthianism, and sacerdotal 
Christianity. We Evangelicals must live 
with our conscience, . . . The effect of 
the ecumenical movement upon the local 
church is to reduce the creeds, to take 
the edge off conviction, to co-operate 
in questionable movements, and to pro- 
duce confusion in general.” 

Of the possibility of merger with the 
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American Council of Churches he re- 
marked that “it would result in a very 
powerful evangelical movement, able to 
enlist the support of all Bible-believ- 
ing Christians. It was a consummation 
devoutly to be wished, yet many of us 
find it impossible.” 

One wonders if a little patient nego- 
tiation might not irora out the obstruc- 
tions to co-operation and ultimate union. 

The Christian public was warned of 
the National Council plans to usurp the 
rights of the churches. According to 
N.A.E. Secretary Ford this proposes the 
purchase of property by a superchurch 
organization for allocation later accord- 
ing to population development. Also 
the establishment of downtown worship 
centers which would not only take the 
place of Protestant churches but would 
be headquarters for Catholics and Jews 
as well, (Can this be?) So Bible-be- 
lieving churches would be eliminated. 
“Ecumenicity would replace evangelism.” 


Antics of Church Officials—One of 
the much-publicized visitors to Father 
Divine is said by the Impostor to have 
remarked, “As the Queen of Sheba said 
of Solomon, ‘The half has never been 
told,’ . . .‘and we can say, ‘Blest be the 
tie that binds our hearts in Christian 
love.’” (The New Day, Jan. 15, 1955, 
A.D.F.D.—That is, A. D. Father Divine). 

The Christian Beacon, which photo- 
graphs this, also photographs a tele- 
gram sent to the head of the Soviet 
Delegation in the U.N. by Mr. Boss, ex- 
ecutive of the Board of World Peace of 
the Methodist Church. It was on the 
occasion of the death of the virulent 
Vishinsky, arch-defamer of America and 
of everything American, expressing 
“deep sympathy for the family and hope 
that the Eternal Father may supply com- 
fort and consolation in the great loss 
sustained ., .” 

Recall again that the president of the 
National Council of Churches tele- 
graphed in the name of the churches, his 
grieving sympathy for Pius XII in his 
late sickness, 


Necrology.—Pierre S. Du Pont, the 
leading American war munitions manu- 
facturer, who died last year, endowed 
by will his great greenhouses in Long- 
wooed with the bulk of the sixty million 
dollars which he left behind him at 
death. 

The greatest feat in Mr. Du Pont’s life 
was that of ripping the Eighteenth 
Amendment out of the American Con- 
stitution. His motive in this campaign 
was probably to re-establish alcohol 
taxes in order to escape federal taxes 
on his own great properties. The Arms 
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Lesson for August 28 


Inquiry. of Senator Nye’s Committee 
also showed the Du Ponts as “ready to 
sell war munitions to combatants on 
both sides,” as smuggling arms into 
China contrary to law, and in general 
as ever ready to profit from war rather 
than to promote peace. The only benefit 
following on these exhibitions of selfish 
scheming now accrues to exotic flowers 
in the great Du Pont conservatories. 
The alcohol misery of families and the 
military misery of nations continue with 
us. They cannot be hidden even by 
this vast floral tribute. 

“The care of this world, and the de- 
ceitfulness of riches” (Matt. 13:22; Mark 
4:19); “hardened through the deceitful- 
ness of sin” (Heb, 3:13). Only in these 
passages is the word apatee (“deceitful- 
ness”) used in the New Testament. 

L. M. Birkhead, who seems to have 
been the evil spirit back of “Apostles 
of Discord,” or one of them, has passed 
on in poverty and neglect much as Tom 
Paine did, whom he resembled in ob- 
vious ways. Starting as a Methodist 
minister, he went through Unitarianism 
into atheism and was associated with 
Haldeman-Julius, publisher of atheist 
and unclean literature. He paid tribute 
to Bob Ingersoll, advocated companionate 
marriages, and was founder of Friends of 
Democracy, Communist-slanted and as- 
sociated with the Anti-Defamation 
League. Collaborating in writing the 
Elmer Gantry smear on the Protestant 
ministry, Birkhead also attacked specific- 
ally Dr. Walter Maier, Billy Sunday, Dr. 
Torrey, Dr. Straton, Dr. Biederwolf, and 
Dr. W. B. Riley. 

According to the Christian Beacon of 
April 23, 1953, this was the man to whom 
the World Council of Churches sent Mr. 
Roy, author of “Apostles of Discord,” 
for material for the writing of that mas- 
terpiece of vilification. 

Joseph Michael Killegrew, superin- 
tendent of the Jerry McAuley Cremorne 
Mission, New York, passed away last 
January. One stormy night in Decem- 
ber, 1946, he stumbled into a doorway 
to escape the rain. A meeting was go- 
ing on inside, and for the first time in 
his life he heard the Gospel. Shortly 
after, he accepted Christ. 

For twenty-eight years he had been 
a drunkard, roaming over forty states 
and landing in the Bowery, where he 
went from Flea Bag to Flop House, hun- 
gry and homeless. He swept the Polo 
Grounds and the Yankee Stadium to 
earn enough for a drink. 

Two years after his conversion, to a 
day, he was made superintendent of the 
mission. That was on December 22, 
1948. He had shown himself to be a 
remarkably competent man, both as 
manager and spiritual leader. Over nine 
thousand men, some of whom had been 
his old acquaintances in the submerged 
life, confessed Christ during his term 
of office. The last years were years of 
sickness in body, yet he was able so to 
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care for the interests of the mission as 
to leave it on a firm, substantial, and 
lasting basis. 

Last year 43,000 men were given shel- 
ter and 87,000 meals were served free. 
Among the converts have been teachers, 
dentists, doctors, tradesmen, preachers, 
priests. (Clothing is always welcome.) 
Services have been held nightly for 
seventy-three years! 


The dean of the Yale Divinity School 
is a member of the Executive Com- 
mittee of the World Council of Churches 
and thus speaks for millions, for tens 
of millions, in fact. What does he say? 

“The time is coming when the split 
between the Roman Catholic and Prot- 
estant branches of Christendom will 
have to be examined boldly and hon- 
estly. The feeling of unity among all 
the churches is growing rapidly now. 
The Christian faith requires strong efforts 
toward unity among Christians.” 

Yale ecclesiology is as little trust- 
worthy as Yale alcohology. While one 
thinks of rum as harmless, the other feels 
the same way about Romanism. 


Let us step outside the ivory towers 
into real life. A dispatch from Par- 
naiba, Brazil, reads: 

“A meeting here began with ‘Stand 
Up for Jesus,’ and ended with rocks, 
sand, and manure that injured three. 
One rock struck the Brazilian evange- 
list in the head, another struck Mission- 
ary George Hansen in the face, causing a 
deep gash along the side of his nose. 
The attack was led by a priest and five 
Franciscan friars.” 

Again, “Word comes from some be- 
lievers in La Plata, Colombia, that they 
are not able to sell their products in the 
market place because the priest put a 
sign ‘Mercado Protestante’ over their 
section” (Protestant Market). The nurse 
who attended some of those who had 
been wounded in an attack reported the 
matter to the mayor, and lost her job 
as a result. 


M. Hauenstein-Reymond writes from 
Angola of “veritable miracles,” of ten 
or more witch doctors and sorcerers 
who have gotten rid of their fetishes, 
burning them in public, and confessing 
Christ. One should remember that many 
of these fetishes are a heritage of gen- 
erations back, and that behind them, 
too, is the power of evil spirits. “I 
think of one of them, worn down with 
suffering, possessed of an evil spirit 
which at intervals overpowered him. 
He became calm only when he had 
drunk the warm blood of antelopes. 
About his waist hung the feet of forty- 
two beasts, antelopes and other, sacri- 
ficed to fuzambi, the spirit which pos- 
sessed him. Yet in Jesus has he found 
deliverance. 

“One should imagine what it means 
for a magician to abandon his basket of 
odd bones, used to invoke spirits. Not 
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only is he himself saved, but a whole 
world of lies, intrigues, calumnies, debts, 
murders is annihilated. And it is just 


that which we have seen. Not to us 
belongs special spiritual power. The 
power of the Lord alone has been mani- 
fested.” 


The Rev. Frederick Greeves, principal 
of Didsbury Theological College, Bristol, 
England, says that the mistake of the 
so-called liberal theology movement in 
the early twentieth century was that 
it attempted to fit the Gospel into cur- 
rent thought, to suit the message to the 
hearers, to minimize the strangeness of 
the divine revelation by adjusting it to 
the thought forms of the day. 

“This failed because there is no com- 
mon way of thinking to which Chris- 
tianity can be conformed. The Gospel 
runs counter to much that is currently 
believed. It both fails to discuss ques- 
tions that are being discussed @md an- 
swer questions which few are asking. 
So we must ‘know what questions peo- 
ple are asking’ chiefly to help them to 
ask other questions. We must ‘know 
what people are thinking and feeling,’ 
but chiefly in order to help them to 
think and feel differently. ‘We must 
know where men and women are,’ but 
our purpose is to bring them somewhere 
else. 

“The more complete and genuine 
Christian experience is, the more un- 
like any other experience it is; the more 
truly we grasp the Christian message, 
the more distinct from all other beliefs 
and notions it is seen to be.” 


The International Training College of 
the Salvation Army is at Denmark Hill, 
on the outskirts of London. The splen- 
did buildings, a memorial to General 
Booth, were the work of the great Eng- 
lish architect, Sir Giles Gilbert Scott, 
the designer of the beautiful Liverpool 
Anglican cathedral. The purpose of the 
college is to produce that unique type of 
Christian servant known as an officer 
of the Salvation Army, “ministering to 
the district where he lives by offering 
salvation through Christ, serving the 
community by being on call at any time, 
willing to gird himself with towel and 
basin to interpret the mind of God in 
language which all can understand.” 


Here there is intensive study of the 
Scriptures, Christian doctrine, and Sal- 
vation Army principles, practical guid- 
ance in conduct of meetings, in personal 
evangelism. Here are young Salvation- 
ists from France, Holland, Germany, 
Switzerland, Norway, and Sweden—mill 
hands and university graduates, civil 
servants and miners, analytical chem- 
ists and farm laborers, all of one mind 
and purpose. Since the close of the last 
war 1,800 cadets have been trained and 
commissioned, and the present number 
studying is about 200. (“Officers give 
their lives: they are the Army’s life 
blood.”) 
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LESSON 9. AUGUST 28. DELIVERANCE AND RETURN 
Ezra 1; 2:64, 65; Isaiah 44:21 to 45:13; printed text, Isaiah 45:1-4, 13; Ezra 1:1-7 (In this order.) 
Golden Tex?.—Look unto me, and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth: for | am God, and there is none else.—Isa. 45:22 


THE KING JAMES VERSION 

Isa. 45:1 Thus saith the Lorp to his anointed, to Cyrus, 
whose right hand I have holden, to subdue nations before 
him; and I will loose the loins of kings, to open before him 
the two leaved gates; and the gates shall not be shut; 

2 I will go before thee, and make the crooked places straight: 
I will break in pieces the gates of brass, and cut in sunder 
the bars of iron: . 

3 And I will give thee the treasures of darkness, and hidden 
riches of secret places, that thou mayest know that I, the 
Lorp,- which call thee by thy name, am the God of Israel. 

4 For Jacob my servant’s sake, and Israel mine elect, I 
have eyen called thee by thy name: I have surnamed thee, 
though thou hast not known me. 


13 I have raised him up in righteousness, and I will direct 
all his ways: he shall build my city, and he shall let go 
my captives, not for price nor reward, saith the Lorp of hosts. 


Ezra 1:1 Now in the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, that 
the word of the Lorp by the mouth of Jeremiah might be 
fulfilled, the Lorp stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king of 
Persia, that he made a proclamation throughout all his king- 


2 Thus saith Cyrus king of Persia, The Lorp God of heaven 
hath given me all the kingdoms of the earth; and he hath 
charged me to build him an house at Jerusalem, which is 
in Judah. 

3 Who is there among you of all his people? his God be 
with him, and let him go up to Jerusalem, which is in Judah, 
and build the house of the Lorp God of Israel, (he is the 
God,) which is in Jerusalem. 

4 And whosoever remaineth in any place where he 
sojourneth, let the men of his place help him with silver, 
and with gold, and with goods, and with beasts, beside the 
freewill-offering for the house of God that is in Jerusalem. 

5 Then rose up the chief of the fathers of Judah and 
Benjamin, and the priests, and the Levites, with all them 
whose spirit God had raised, to go up to build the house of 
the Lorp which is in Jerusalem. 

6 And all they that were about them strengthened their 
hands with vessels of silver, with gold, with goods, and with 
beasts, and with precious things, beside all that was will- 
ingly offered. 

7 Also Cyrus the king brought forth the vessels of the 
house of the Lorp, which Nebuchadnezzar had brought: forth 
out of Jerusalem, and had put them in the house of his gods. 
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dom, and put it also in writing, saying, 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
Approach to the Lesson 


E HAVE two passages of Scrip- 

W ture to study in this week’s les- 

son. Both speak of Cyrus the 
Persian. -One is in a prophetic oracle 
and the other is distinctly a historical 
notice. 

That department of Biblical criticism 
which is generally known as the higher 
criticism has raised a question with re- 
gard to the chronological relationship 
of Isaiah’s reference to Cyrus and the 
historical event related in our Ezra pas- 
sage. The traditional view which re- 
gards all sixty-six chapters of the Book 
which goes under the name of Isaiah 
as written by the son of Amoz sees in 
the Cyrus passage (44:23 to 45:4) a 
prophecy given approximately a century 
and a half before the event. The criti- 
cal view, which holds to two Isaiahs 
(perhaps more), regards the deutero- 
Isaiah (the second Isaiah) as contem- 
porary with the events of which he 
speaks. Among other reasons submitted 
for thus dividing the Book of Isaiah is 
this very Cyrus passage. It reads like 
a description of one who is already on 
the scene, advancing in irresistible 
power against Babylon, so that the issue 
is a foregone conclusion. It is further 
argued that prophecy is not wont to 
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predict in such detail, even to the naming 
of the party involved. Thus the pre- 
dictive element of this particular pas- 
sage is reduced to a minimum. 

Whether this passage is a true, long- 
ranged prediction, or a song of triumph 
by a contemporary Jew, depends on 
whether there is but one Isaiah or two, 
whether the Book is one, or a union 
of two works produced a century and a 
half apart. 

Space does not permit us to go into 
the arguments here. I suggest that those 
who wish to acquaint themselves with 
these arguments in brief form consult 
the introduction to Isaiah in “The New 
Bible Commentary” (Wm. B, Eerdmans 
Pub. Co., Grand Rapids 3, Mich., $7.95), 
written by Dr. W. Fitch, the new min- 
ister of Knox Church, Toronto, Can. 
Those who wish a more thorough treat- 
ment of the problem will find it in O. T. 
Allis’s “The Unity of Isaiah” (Presby- 
terian and Reformed Pub. Co., Box 185, 
Nutley 10, N. J., paper, $1.50; cloth, $2.25). 
Suffice it to say here that this writer 
does not consider the arguments for a 
divided Isaiah adequate, and holds to 
the view which prevailed undisputed till 
a century ago, that Isaiah, the son of 
Amoz, was the human channel for the 
writing of the entire Book by his name, 
and that in the second portion of his 
Book he leaves the contemporary scene, 
and becomes the “seer,” with visions of 
the future leading right on to the glories 


of Messiah’s reign and the new Heaven 
and earth. So Isaiah stands with Daniel 
and Ezekiel and John, men of the far 
distances. 


Verse by Verse 

Isa. 45:1.—“Thus saith the Lord to his 
anointed, to Cyrus ...I will loose the 
loins of kings . . . and the gates shall 
not be shut.” Notice “anointed” applied 
to a Gentile. Cyrus is strengthened by 
God, while those who resist him are 
weakened, and the gates of fortified 
cities swing open to him. 


Verse 2.—“I will go before thee... 
I will break in pieces the gates of brass 
.-’ According to Herodotus, Babylon 
had one hundred brass gates. The con- 
quests of Cyrus are the work of God. 


Verse 3.—‘And I will give thee the 
treasures of darkness . . . that thou may- 
est know that I . . . am the God of Is- 
rael.” The reference is to the secret 
vaults where the Babylonian treasures 
were stored. The phrase “which called 
thee by thy name” would have little 
meaning if this passage were contem- 
porary with the event. 


Verse 4.—“For Jacob my servant’s sake 
... I have surnamed thee, though thou 
hast not known me.” All the success 
granted to Cyrus was for the sake of 
God’s people, whom he was to serve as 
emancipator and “shepherd” (44:28). 
Probably this title, “shepherd,” is re- 
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ferred to in the phrase, 1 have sur- 
named thee.” 

Verses 5-12 present God in His glory 
as creator and orderer of all things, that 
Cyrus may know that the Holy One of 
Israel is Lord, and the one whom he 
must serve. 

Verse 13.— “I have raised him up . 
he shall build my city ... not for price 
nor reward, saith the Lord of hosts.” 
This verse declares the special minis- 
try for which Cyrus was appointed— 
not to create an empire, but to release 
God’s people and rebuild Jerusalem. 
Moreover, Cyrus was to do this without 
thought of return. 

Ezra 1:1—“Now in the first year of 
Cyrus ... that the word of the Lord 

. might be fulfilled, the Lord stirred 
up the spirit of Cyrus...” The refer- 
ence is, of course, to Cyrus’s first year 
as king of Babylon (see 5:13). Till then 
he would have no authority to release 
those held captive in Babylon. See Jere- 
miah 25:12-14; 29: 10-13. 

Verse 2.—“The Lord God of heaven 
hath given me all the kingdoms of the 
earth; and he hath charged me to build 
him an house at Jerusalem .. .” Cyrus 
acknowledges that his career of triumph 
is the work of God, and recognizes a 
task which God has committed to him. 
For a heathen king this is wonderful. 


Verse 3.—“Who .. . among you of all 


his people ... let him go up to Jeru- 
salem . . . and build the house of the 
Lord .. .” Here was a general release, 


marking the end of the Captivity, just 
seventy years after the first group was 
taken by Nebuchadnezzar. The period 
was 608-538 B.C. Notice that the house 
of the Lord was the primary objective 
in the rebuilding. 

Verse 4.—‘And whosoever remaineth 

. let the men of his place help him 
... It was anticipated that not al) 
would go, but those who remained were 
expected to contribute to the project. 

Verse 5.—“Then rose up the chief of 
the fathers . . . and the priests, and the 
Levites . . . whose spirit God had raised 

..” Compare “the Lord stirred up the 
spirit of Cyrus” in verse 1 with “whose 
spirit God had raised” here. Note the 
sovereign work of God, 

Verse 6.—“And all they that were 
about them strengthened their hands 

” Neighbors of the returning Jews 
helped them with rich gifts, even as 
did the Egyptians (Exod. 12:35, 36), but 
in a very different spirit. 

Verse 7.—“Also Cyrus the king brought 
forth the vessels ... which Nebuchadnez- 
zar had brought forth out of Jerusalem 

. .” These are referred to as “idols” 
in the Cyrus Cylinder, possibly a gen- 
eral term covering all the religious ob- 
jects of the peoples released from Baby- 
lon upon the accession of Cyrus, 


The Heart of the Lesson 
This week’s lesson is an excellent ex- 
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Last Week's Lesson 
8 August 21.—Hope for the Exiles. 
Isaiah 55; Jeremiah 31 and 50; Ezekiel 36 
Next Week's Lesson 


10. September 4.—Worship Revived in 
Jerusalem. Ezra 3 to 6; Haggai; 
Zechariah 1:1-6; 4:1-10 








ample of a portion of last week’s lesson. 
Read Isaiah 55:10-12, and then see its 
truth in this week’s portions. 

Long before the day of judgment fell 
upon Judah, God revealed the deliver- 
ance that would follow. Even as He had 
appointed Babylon to be the. instrument 
of chastening for His people, so He had 
decreed the destruction of that instru- 
ment, 4nd the raising up of a new power 
to fulfill His purpose of recovery and 
restoration. A century and a half be- 
fore the events, He named the deliverer, 
and surnamed him—“Cyrus, . « oe 
shepherd” (Isa, 44:28). 

God promised for Cyrus a career of 
uninterrupted conquest, which would 
bring him into that position in which he 
could accomplish the purpose of God for 
His people. Then God undertook so to 
lead and direct the ways of Cyrus that 
he would carry out what God had or- 
dained—the freeing of the captives, and 
the rebuilding of Jerusalem, This would 
be done freely, not-of compulsion, nor 
for payment, 

God’s word did not return to Him 
void. It was filled full of accomplish- 
ment (the meaning of fulfillment). 
Cyrus swept over the ancient world like 
a whirlwind, climaxing his conquests 
with the brilliant capture of Babylon the 
night of Belshazzar’s impious feast. To 
accomplish it, his engineers turned the 








Questioris for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
OW long before the events involving 
- Cyrus did Isaiah prophesy about 
them? 

2. What does the critical school do with 
this section of Isaiah? 

3. What is the unusual feature of this 
propheey concerning Cyrus? 

» 4. What surname does God give Cyrus? 

5. What kind of career did God de- 
clare Cyrus would have? 

6. Who was ruling in Babylon when 
Cyrus took the city? 

7. Whom did Cyrus place on the throne 
of Babylon? 

8. What great man of God was pres- 
ent in Babylon when Cyrus took the 
city? 

9. What commission did Cyrus believe 
he had from God? 

10. How did God secure the doing of 
His will in Cyrus and among His own 
people? 

( Answers on page 643) 
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course of the river which flowed through 
the city, and the Persian army marched 
in from both sides along the river bed. 

But would he now do the will of God? 
We read that “the Lord stirred up the 
spirit of Cyrus.” I wonder how? Per- 
haps Daniel, who was in Babylon as 
“third ruler” (Dan. 5:29), showed Cyrus 
the oracles of Jeremiah concerning the 
seventy years (Dan. 9:1, 2; Jer. 29:10) 
and the oracle of Isaiah containing his 
own name, till the great conqueror rec- 
ognized the hand of the Lord in his 
life (Isa. 45:3) and accepted the divine 
purpose as the first policy of his reign. 
At any rate, it was the work of God to 
raise Cyrus up to the place of power, 
and the work of God to incline his heart 
to a policy of generosity toward the 
captives, especially the Jews, whom he 
not only liberated but furnished with 
supplies for the building of the housé™ 
of the Lord in Jerusalem. 

God also had a work to perform in 
the hearts of His own people. Only 
those “whose spirit God had raised” em- 
braced the opportunity to return, and 
accepted the task of restoring the an- 
cient ‘house. So it was all a work of 
God, as is all the work of salvation. 
God raised up for us a Saviour in. the 
person of His Son, the Lord Jesus, and 
still it is those whose hearts the Lord 
opens like Lydia (Acts 16:14), that enter 
into the salvation provided, 


Outline of the Lesson 

1. The appointment of the deliverer (Isa, 
44:23 to 45:13) 

2. The acknowledgment of the deliverer 
(Ezra 1:1, 2) 

3. The accomplishment of the deliverer 
(Ezra 1:3-7) 


Topics for Development 

God in History. History is not just a 
long succession of events with more or 
less chance connections. There is only 
one adequate philosophy of history. That 
is, God. God is a God of purpose. He 
is moving toward a goal, and everything 
moves toward that goal by His ordering. 
Even those things which seem to be 
contrary to the divine will are serving 
the divine will. The rise of Babylon 
seemed to threaten God’s purpose, yet 
it advanced God’s purpose in the chas- 
tening and purifying of His people, and 
when it came time to lay aside the rod, 
Babylon fell, and a kingdom was raised 
up to forward the work of restoration. 
We must learn that God rules. He or- 
ders the course of the ages, including 
the atomic age, 

God and Men. God’s orderings are 
not only in the course of nations and 
ages, but in the lives of individuals. The 
career of Cyrus was appointed before 
he was born. Those brilliant successes 
which made him undisputed master of 
the ancient Asian world were ordered 
by God. Moreover, all this was be- 
cause of a particular task which God 
had for Cyrus, for which all his mili- 
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tary conquests were the preparation. 
The decree of Cyrus, freeing the cap- 
tives of Israel and providing for. the 
building of the Temple, was really his 
lifework. But Cyrus is no exception. 
God has a purpose for your life and 
mine, and He orders all our ways toward 
the fulfillment of that purpose. Just 
as Cyrus recognized God in his life, and 
issued his great decrees consciously and 
deliberately as an act of obedience to God, 
so it is our privilege to observe God 
working in our lives, and intelligently act 
in His will. That is when the joy and 
the blessing come. 


Practical Applications 


God’s Word never fails. Trust it. 

God anointed Cyrus for a work con- 
cerning His people. Have you found 
out for what He has anointed you? 

When success comes, don’t be puffed 
up, but acknowledge God, and seek His 
purpose in your advancement. 

The true meaning of life is not in 
building an empire or amassing a for- 
tune, but in serving God. 

The preacher may stir men’s emotions, 
but only those whose heart God opens 
enter into life (Ezra 1:5). 

Some are called to go, but all are 
called to help (Ezra 1:4, 6). 
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Golden Text 
Isa. 45:22.—“Look unto me, and be ye 
saved ... for I am God, and there is 


none else.” Said John McNeil to a class 
of boys in Edinburgh: “If one of you 
boys was going to be put out of your 
house because your father was dead 
and your mother couldn’t pay the rent, 
and I said to you, ‘Look to me, my boy,’ 
would that mean that you had to follow 
me all through the streets of Edinburgh 
and keep looking at me?” A little fel- 
low answered, “No, sir, it would just 
mean lippen (trust) to me.” It was on 
this text that the young Spurgeon was 
saved, and it became one of his great 
favorites, 
ELMuurst, ILL, ° 


* From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuGcesTeD HyMNs 
“God Moves in a Mysterious Way” 
“Onward, Christian Soldiers” 
“Take My Life and Let It Be” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our 
Heavenly Father, whose loving kind- 
ness gives us the health and the free- 
dom to be here today, we thank Thee 
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for Thy Word and all it reveals of Thy- 
self, Thy Son, Thy Law, and Thy Gos- 
pel. Forgive us for neglecting this Book, 
and remember not against us our stray- 
ing into sin. Incline us to do Thy will 
gladly from the heart. Make us of those 
who acknowledge Thee in all their ways 
and who seek first Thy Kingdom. Re- 
lieve the needy and distressed, heal the 
sick, and comfort the sad. Revive and 


FIRST KNOW THE LORD 
THEN SERVE 
strengthen Thy Church, and to those un- 
reached with the Gospel send Thy chosen 
messengers till all the world shall know 
of the Saviour. We ask all in His name. 
Amen. 

After the Lesson.—There is a verse in 
Proverbs that perfectly fits our lesson 
today. “The king’s heart is in the hand 
of the Lord, as the rivers of water: he 
turneth it whithersoever he will” (21:1). 
The king who controlled the exiled Jews 
of the time of our lesson was Cyrus. The 
exiles were captives with no power to 
rise up and free themselves. But God 
had promised to open the way for their 
return after seventy years, and He did 
it by moving the heart of Cyrus, a heathen 
ruler, to release the Jews that they might 
return and rebuild the Temple of the 
Lord, Cyrus probably knew little of the 
extent to which he was being led and 
used by God. He would not know that 
the only true God was using him to 
renew Jewish life and worship in Judah 
to set the stage for the coming of the 
Saviour of the world. Cyrus was just 
an instrument in God’s hand. But men 
like Daniel and Ezra were more than 
just instruments God was using. They 
were His agents. They knew God and 
what He had revealed of His purposes, 
and they were living to serve God and 
His purposes. 

In Cyrus we can see that God is able 
to make men serve His will and plan 
whether they know Him or not, whether 
they make His service their chief aim 
or not. But how much better it is to 
know the Lord, to love Him and to be 
willingly, gladly, consciously serving 
Him, than just to be an unconscious in- 

, Strument in His hands. It is a glorious 

thing to be a willing co-worker with 
God in carrying out His great designs. 
Christ called us to this when He said, 
“Seek ye first the kingdom of God.” If 
you want to have a part in the greatest 
work ‘possible to anyone, enlist as a 
volunteer in the army of the Lord. Make 
your motto, “My utmost for His highest.” 
God cannot be defeated, and His faith- 
ful servants will share the final victory 
and enjoy the final rewards. 


Caucary, ALTA., CAN, 
we 


Please pray for the contributors and 
staff of The Sunday School Times, and 
for God’s blessing on its contents. 
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The Busy Men's Corner 
By Tom M. Olson , 


“Thus saith the Lord to his anointed, 
to Cyrus ...” (Isa, 45:1).—This is the 
first time the Lord calls a Gentile, 
“messiah,” or “anointed”; probably be- 
cause in delivering the people of God 
from Babylonish captivity, Cyrus was to 
be a picture, or type, of the true Mes- 
siah, and the greater deliverance He 
was to accomplish. 

As for the point of comparison, a foot- 
note in the Scofield Reference Bible 
says: ‘“(1) Both are irresistible con- 
querors of Israel’s enemies (Isa. 45:1; 
Rev. 19:19-21); (2) both are restorers 
of the holy city (Isa. 44:28; Zech. 14:1- 
11); (3) through both is the name of 
the one true God glorified (Isa. 45:6; 1 
Cor. 15:28).” 

The Lord specifically named Cyrus 
150 years before he began to reign! Who 
but an omniscient God could give defi- 
nite information about a person yet 
unborn! 

Cyrus was to be Jehovah's “shepherd” 
(44:28); a figure of the “true,” “great,” 
and “chief” shepherd, the Lord Jesus 
Christ. He was to perform all the Lord’s 
pleasure (44:28), reminding us of that 
which is written of the Lord Jesus in 
Isaiah 53:10. 

The Lord was to uphold or strengthen 
the right hand of Cyrus, to enable him 
to subdue kingdoms; He would loosen 
the loins of kings—in other words, 
weaken them (Dan. 5:6); and “open the 
doors before him,” as the American 
Standard Version, and numerous others, 
render it—“and the gates shall not be 
shut.” 

“In the revelry in Babylon on the 
night of its capture, the inner gates lead- 
ing from the streets to the river were 
left open, for there were walls along 
each side of the Euphrates with gates, 
which, had they been kept shut, would 
have hemmed the invading hosts in the 
bed of the river, where the Babylonians 
could have easily destroyed them. Also, 
the gates of the palace were left open, 
so that there was access to every part 
of the city” (Herodotus). 


“I will give thee the ”. . hidden riches 
of secret places” (Isa. 45:3).—The treas- 
ures of the kingdom of Judah had been 
carried to Babylon (2 Chron. 36:18), as 
were the treasures of other conquered 
countries. The Lord knew perfectly 
where all the wealth was hidden, 
whether in dark places such as cellars, 
or secret places like vaults—and He led 
Cyrus and his men right to it. He greatly 
enriched him. 

Matthew Henry says: “Thus God, de- 
signing him to do a piece of service... 
paid him richly beforehand; and Cyrus 
very honestly owned God’s goodness to 
him, and in consideration of that, re- 
leased the captives.” God will not be 
any man’s debtor, 
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Not a burden we bear, 
Not a sorrow we share, 
But our toil He doth richly repay. 


Just last week I received a letter from 
a Unitarian minister in response to one 
of my tracts, which he had received. He 
wrote: “All the evidence that I know 
anything about indicates that the only 
being or power in the universe that 
can be mindful and consciously helpful 
to us is another human being. .. . It 
seems that only in man is there the 
power to be thoughtfully kind. Maybe 
we will learn sometime that whatever 
kindness, goodness, and helpfulness that 
is needed to make life better will have 
to be generated by us. There is noth- 
ing else that we know that cares what 
happens to us. . . . I would be a liar if 
I preached that there is such a being, 
for I know that I have no knowledge of 
such a being.” 

In other words, he is abysmally igno- 
rant of a God who cares! A careful 
consideration of today’s lesson would 
open his eyes! If He did not care for 
us (1 Pet. 5:7), He would leave us 
utterly alone. 


“Now in the first year of Cyrus king of 
Persia . . .” (Ezra 1:1).—The Lord is 
very punctual in keeping His promises. 
He had said through Jeremiah that 
“after seventy years be accomplished at 
Babylon I will visit you, and perform 
my good word toward you, in causing 
you to return to this place” (Jer. 29:10). 
The seventy years had expired, and He 
immediately stirred up the spirit of 
Cyrus, and he made a royal proclama- 
tion throughout all his kingdom, grant- 
ing liberty to all God’s people to return 
to Jerusalem. And it is interesting and 
profitable to notice that Cyrus was 
prompt in responding to the divine stir- 
ring—he acted in the first year of his 
reign over Babylon. 

It ill becomes any of us to dally when 
the Lord graciously stirs our spirits to 
do something. And it is not amiss for us 
to pray: 

Stir me, O Lord! Thy heart was stirred 

By love's .intensest fire, till Thou didst 
give 

Thine only Son, Thy best-beloved One 

E’en to the dreadful Cross that I might 

live: 

Stir me to give myself so back to Thee 

That Thou canst give Thyself again 

through me. 

“Thus saith Cyrus... the Lord... 
hath given me all... .” (Ezra 1:2).— 
It is grand to hear the king give all the 
glory of his triumphs to the Lord God 
of Heaven, instead of taking the credit 
to himself. Without the Lord we are 
nothing and can do nothing worth while 
(John 15:5). 

Several days ago I received a copy 
of a Glasgow Evening News, from a 
friend in Scotland. It contained a glow- 
ing report of the Graham Campaign in 
Scotland. It rejoiced my heart to find 
this statement in it: “Billy Graham 
says this is God’s doing. I hope the 
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name Billy Graham will soon disappear 


from your lips. I am here as a messen- 
ger of Jesus Christ.” 

The memory text in connection with 
this lesson (Isa, 45:22) reveals the fact 
that all the glory of our salvation be- 
longs to Him. He said, “Look unto me, 
and be ye saved .. .” We looked and 
were saved! We do not deserve such a 
Salvation. We certainly did not buy it 
All glory to Him for such a divinely 
simple way of salvation! 

“Then rose up the chief of the fathers 
...togoup...” (Ezra 1:5).—The ma- 
jority of the people remained in Babylon. 
Can’t you almost hear them say, “We're 
acclimated, we’re oriented, we’re com- 
fortably situated here; why should we 
take that long and dangerous trek to 
Jerusalem?” What they missed! Thank 
God for the remnant that went. And 
thank God for the remnant today who 
are vitally interested in God’s altar and 
house. 


Wawona, CALIF. 
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Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, one intensely interesting 

thing about the Bible is the fulfill- 
ment of its prophecies. In many in- 
stances God made known through His 
prophets important events long years 
ahead of their occurrence. Some of 
these prophecies were hard for God’s own 
people to believe, because they were so 
radically different from what one in sober 
judgment might expect. “ 

Our lesson today gives a striking in- 
stance of this. Isaiah the prophet (45: 
1-4), more than 150 years before King 
Cyrus was born, called him by his name 
and foretold that he would release the 
captive Israelites and send them back 
to Jerusalem to rebuild the Temple. How 
could this be? What would you think 
if documents should be discovered show- 
ing conclusively that when George 
Washington was inaugurated it was pre- 
dicted that 164 years later a president 
by the given name of Dwight would 
occupy the White House and that he 
would be a strong factor in the effort to 
restore peace to the world? 

Cyrus came out of the Persian moun- 
tains to occupy the Babylonian throne 
agcording to prophecy. Dwight came 
from the plains of Texas (Denison) 
through a soldier’s career to occupy the 
highest position in the United States, the 
leading nation of the world. But it was 
not predicted before his great grand- 
father was born that a child born in 
Texas would be named Dwight .and he 
would occupy the White House. That 
would be a source of wonderment 
greater than nuclear fission, for the 
atom development can be explained by 
science; but the fulfillment of the proph- 
ecy of what a king named Cyrus would 
do some 150 years hence can only be 
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accounted for by the omniscience and 
omnipotence of Almighty God. 
Another and similar case of a king’s 
being named long before his time—over 
300 years—was that of Josiah. In 1 
Kings 13:2 you will find God’s prophet 
not only predicting Josiah’s name over 
300 years before he was born, but also 
stating what he would do with the 
heathen altars, something that no other 
king ever did: that he would burn men’s 
bones upon the heathen altars, defiling 
them; and the altars should be ground 
into powder. Josiah did exactly that 
(2 Chron. 34:4, 5). When you dig into 
Bible prophecy you are dealing with 
dynamite, yes, even with more than 
atomic power. It is God’s Spirit telling 
of things to come, some of which have 
come, but the main event yet in the future, 
‘and possibly in your lifetime. 
This leads me to suggest to you to 
watch the Jews. God’s most precious 
promises are bound up with them. Watch 
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their movement toward Palestine, There 
is much that is puzzling about it now; 
the picture is far from clear, but it is 
developing. If your teacher is inter- 
ested, ask him to send to Dr. Coulson 
Shepherd, Box 682, G.P.O., New York 1, 
for a booklet by Dr. Howard Ferrin 
entitled “The Riddle of the Middle 
East.” It costs only 75 cents, postpaid. 
In that booklet is drawn a most striking 
parallel in the return of the Jews from 
Babylon to Jerusalem when released 
and aided by Cyrus, to the present es- 
tablishment of the kingdom of Israel and 
the ever-increasing movement of Jews 
from all over the world back to their 
homeland, according to Bible prophecy. 


WEAVERVILLE, N, C. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
$25 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the entire year 
may be had for 15 cents a copy, or $1.50 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 
An Unsullied Name.—I have surnamed 

thee (Isa. 45:4). A man once caught 
another in the very act of picking his 
pocket. The thief excused himself by 
saying that he was workless and starv- 
ing, and how, after he had served a term 
of imprisonment, nobody would employ 
him. Whenever he gave his name his 
reputation became known, and no one 
would trust him. “Well,” said the other, 
“take my name, which I have never yet 
sullied. I give it to you. Take it and 
keep it clean.” He then took steps to 
find. the man employment. Fifteen years 
later he was told that a gentleman was 
waiting to see him. A glance at his vis- 
iting card revealed that he bore the 
same name as himself, and when he 
opened his lounge door to see his visitor, 
was confronted by a man of fine and 
noble appearance, who said: “I have 
called to tell you that today I have been 
made a partner in the firm to which you 
recommended me fifteen years ago, and 
all you see me to be, I owe to your noble 
generosity, and above all to the gift of 
your name which is still unsullied. God 
bless you, sir, and reward you.”—From 
the Methodist Recorder. Sent by J. A. 
Clark, Southport, Eng. 


God’s Sure Promises.—That the word 
of the Lord by the mouth of Jeremiah 
might be fulfilled, the Lord stirred up 
the spirit of Cyrus (Ezra 1:1). Uganda 
Government radio station is dropping 
its broadcasts of weather forecasts, be- 
cause African native listeners considered 
the prediction for the day a definite Gov- 
ernment promise. If the weather during 
the day did not match the morning fore- 
cast, the natives held that it proved all 
Government announcements made on 
that day were “a pack of lies.” It is 
humanly impossible for a forecaster to 
perfectly predict the weather daily, so 





the Uganda Government is acting wisely 
in dropping its weather reports. It can- 
not afford te lose the confidence of its 
Subjects in its promises. All that the 
Lord predicted for the past has been 
literally fulfilled; and all His predictions 
regarding present-day conditions are be- 
ing literally fulfilled, hence there is no 
justification for losing confidence in His 
promises, which are “exceeding great 
and precious” (2 Pet, 1:4).—From Tom 
M. Olson, in Now. Sent by Albert My- 
gatt, Axtell, Kans. 


“Plow Work” That Costs.—And who- 
soever remaineth in any place where he 
sojourneth, let the men of his place help 
him with silver, and with gold, and with 
goods, and with beasts, beside the free- 
will-offering for the house of God that 
is in Jerusalem (Ezra 1:4). The story 
is told of a businessman and a lawyer, 
both Christians, who were traveling in 
Korea. One day they saw in the field 
by the side of the road, a young man 
pulling a rude plow, while an old man 
held the handles. The lawyer was 
amused and took a snapshot of the 
strange sight. ‘“That’s a curious pic- 
ture! I suppose they are very poor,” he 
said to the missionary, who was inter- 
preter and guide for the party. “Yes,” 
was the quiet reply. “That is the fam- 
ily of Chi Noui. When the church was 
being built they were eager to give 
something to it, but they had no money, 
so they sold their only ox and gave the 
proceeds to the church. This spring they 
are pulling the plow themselves.” The 
lawyer and the businessman by his side 
were silent for some time. Then the 
businessman said, “That must have been 
a real sacrifice.” “They did not call it 
sacrifice,” said the missionary. “They 
thought it was a wonderful thing that 
they had an ox to sell.” This scene 
lingered with the two Americans 
throughout the rest of their journey. 
When they returned to their homeland 
the lawyer took the picture to his pastor 
and told him the story, “I want to double 
my giving to the church,” he said. “Give 
me some plow work to do, please. I 
have never given anything to my church 
that has cost me anything.”"—From Gos- 
pel Herald. Sent by Mrs. Clarence Jones, 
Otego, N. Y. 


Overflowing Givers.—And all they that 
were about them strengthened their 
hands with vessels of silver, with gold, 
with goods, and with beasts, and with 
precious things, beside all that was will- 
ingly offered (Ezra 1:6). Someone once 
said, “There are three kinds of givers 
—the flint, the sponge, and the honey- 
comb. To get anything out of a flint, 
you must hammer it, and then you get 
only chips and sparks. To get anything 
out of a sponge, you must squeeze it, 
and the more you squeeze the more you 
will get. But the honeycomb just over- 
flows with its own sweetness.” Some 
people are stingy and hard; they give 
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Lesson for August 28 


nothing away if they can help it. Others 
are good-natured; they yield to pressure, 
and the more they are pressed, the more 
they will give. A few delight in giving 
without being asked at all; and of these 
the Bible says, “The Lord loveth a 
cheerful giver.” The Children of Israel 
were honeycomb givers. Must disaster 
make us that type of givers? So few of 
us realize the great privilege God has 
given us.—From Christian Digest. Sent 
by Mrs. Herman L. Robertson, High 
Point,  < 


Not Too Late!—Look unto me, and be 
ye saved (Isa. 45:22, Golden Text). “In 
that wonderful story of redeemed hu- 
manity, “Down in Water Street,” the 
late Sam Hadley tells of a character 
known as the “Old Colonel” who wan- 
dered into the mission rooms one night. 
He was over six feet tall and about 
sixty years of age, but he looked at 
least a hundred. His eyes were bleared 
and the hue of his face showed he had 
long been a stranger to water. He wore 
an old ragged overcoat fastened with 
a nail. Whisky had brought him to this 
condition. After graduating from col- 
lege, he had studied law in the office 
of Lincoln’s great war secretary, E. M. 
Stanton. But down in Water Street 
Christ took hold of him, and he cried, 
“Oh, Lord, if it’s not too late, forgive 
and save this poor old sinner!” The 
seventh night he arose and said, “Brother 
Hadley, I am saved.” From that instant 
he loathed rum. God restored his in- 
tellect. His youth returned. He was 
a dignified Christian gentleman to the 
day of his death—From the Rev. W. S. 
Avernethy. Sent by Nena T. Dicker- 
son, Chillicothe, Ill, 


A Lesson in God’s Care.—I will go be- 
fore thee, and make the crooked places 
straight (Isa. 45:2). The Devil has many 
devices for discouraging and weakening 
God’s children. One which he often 
uses with marked success is that of 
bringing over the heart a spirit of fear— 
the fear that “bringeth a snare.” A lady 
missionary was once traveling without 
escort in what was to her a new part of 
China. Not a person did she know. 
Language and customs were strange. To 
make matters worse, she could not fin- 
ish her journey in one day, so found 
it necessary to spend the night in a 
Chinese inn. Alone, in unfamiliar sur- 
roundings, and with the constant din of 
Strange voices coming through the 
Ppaper-covered bamboo partitions, fear 
of what might happen began to steal 
over her. “Just who might be on the 
other side of that curtain? How easy 
it would be for someone to break 
through the flimsy door and make away 
with the luggage! They might even dare 
to do something worse.” Thus she solil- 
oquized, knowing full well that just such 
things do happen at times. But God 


was watching over His child, and at the 
same time teaching her a lesson. In 
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the small hours of the morning, when 
it seemed that she could endure the sit- 
uation no longer, there came from the 
other side of one of the bamboo parti- 
tions the low, clear voice ofa Chinese 
woman, singing to herself in the dialect 
familiar to the missionary a Christian 
hymn of assurance, comfort, and cour- 
age. It was like an angel speaking from 
Heaven. She felt rebuked for her lack 
of trust. All fear fled in a moment, and 
the weary missionary immediately fell 
into a calm and restful sleep, to waken 
with the sense of God’s continual care, 
She had learned a valuable lesson.— 
—From Free Methodist. Sent by Martin 
M. Hyzer, Andes, N. Y. 


Missed Blessings—And I will give 
thee the treasures of darkness, and hid- 
den riches of secret places, that thou 
mayest know that I, the Lord, which call 
thee by thy name, am the God of Israel 
(Isa. 45:3). 
friend, and as they chatted the friend 
said, “Your journey here brought you 
through some beautiful scenery. I’m 
sure you enjoyed it.” “I’m afraid I 
didn’t,” was.the answer. “By the time 
I got ‘my suitcase and parcels on the 
bus rack, and got myself a comfortable 
seat, and settled down, I was here.” 
Christian friend, from the day He saves 
us, until He takes us Home, our God 
has many lovely blessings to bestow on 
us, but our fussiness, and faultfinding, 
and lack of time taken to wait quietly 
on Him keeps back many of these bless- 
ings He loves to give us. Don’t be like 
that old lady. Take time to wait on 
God. If you do, your Homeward jour- 
ney will be filled with the hidden riches 
of the secret place—Source unknown. 
Sent by Mrs. J. Shields, Toronto, Can. 
Prize illustration. 


My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


UR Golden Text for today is a most 
important verse. Let us learn it 
the first thing we do this morning. 
“Look unto me, and be ye saved, all 
the ends of the earth: for I am God, and 
there is none else” (Isa. 45:22). There 
is no salvation apart from the one liv- 
ing God! This is true when we are 
thinking of the salvation from sin, nec- 
essary for every one of us in order to 
enter God's holy Heaven. It is also true 
that salvation or deliverance out of any 
trouble comes from God alone. 
Today’s lesson concerns the deliver- 
ance from captivity which God gave to 
the Jews. He had promised that after 
seventy years Babylon would be pun- 
ished, and His people would be allowed 
to return to their own land. Babylon 
was conquered the night Belshazzar was 
killed, and Darius the Mede became king. 
Cyrus, king of Persia, was the nephew 
of Darius, and had helped his uncle con- 
quer the Chaldeans. Soon after the fall 


An old lady was visiting a. 
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of Babylon, Cyrus married the daughter 
of Darius, thus uniting more closely the 
kingdoms of Media and Persia. 

You remember that King Belshazzar 
had Daniel proclaimed the third ruler 
in the kingdom, because he was able to 
read and explain the mysterious hand- 
writing on the wall. That honor was 
short-lived, for» Belshazzar was killed 
the same night, but the new king, Darius, 
made Daniel the most important person 
in the country next to himself. This 
aroused the jealousy of the other presi- 
dents and princes so that they got Daniel 
thrown into the lions’ den; but as you 
know, God preserved him there, 

After the death of Darius, Cyrus be- 
came king of Medo-Persia, and in the 
very first year of his reign he fulfilled 
the prophecy God had given Isaiah about 
him. Turn to Isaiah 45, and read the 
first four verses. These words were 
written more than one hundred years 
before Cyrus was born. This is one of 
the proofs that the Bible is the Word 
of God. No one but the Lord could have 
foretold the birth of Cyrus and that he 
would be a great conqueror. Now read 
verse 13. Here God foretold that Cyrus 
would free the Jewish captives and re- 
build Jerusalem. The Book of Jeremiah 
does not mention the name Cyrus, but 
chapter 29:10 says, “Thus saith the Lord, 
That after seventy years be accomplished 
at Babylon I will visit you, and perform 
my good word toward you, in causing 
you to return to this place.” 

Let us read responsively the first chap- 
ter of Ezra. This proclamation of Cyrus 
gave great joy to those of the Jewish 
exiles who were longing to return to 
their own land. In spite of the fact that 
Jerusalem had been burned by the Chal- 
deans, a great many Jews longed to re- 
turn, for Palestine was the land God 
had promised to Abraham and his de- 
scendants. The Book of Ezra tells of 
two large companies who went back. 
The first group was led by Zerubbabel, 
whose Persian name we find here, Shesh. 
bazzar. The second group went about 
eighty years later and was led by Ezra 
himself. Cyrus had Zerubbabel take 
back to Jerusalem all the gold and sil- 
ver vessels which Nebuchadnezzar had 
taken from the Temple. He also made 
Zerubbabel governor of Judah. This 
godly Jew was a direct descendant of 
King David’s line so should have been 
king of Judah, if it had been free in- 
stead of just a province of the Medo- 
Persian Empire. 

Zerubbabel’s right-hand man was 
Joshua (sometimes spelled Jeshua) the 
high priest. Turn to Zechariah 3:1-5 to 
read how the Lord fitted Joshua for His 
service. In Zechariah’s vision, we see 
Satan resisting Joshua until the Lord 
rebuked him. Joshua, standing with the 
light of Heaven upon him, realizes that 
he is clothed in filthy garments. Un- 
doubtedly Joshua was a good man. But 
in the sight of God even good deeds of 
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unsaved: people are only “filthy rags” 
(Isa. 64:6). This man could not cleanse 
himself. No one but the Lord could say 
to him, “Behold, I have caused thine 
iniquity to pass from thee, and I will 
clothe thee with change of raiment.” 
What a thrilling sight it must have been 
to see the transformation that took place 
in Joshua’s appearance there in the light 
of Heaven! All of us are interested in 
clothes for our bodies, but how about 
the clothing of our souls? If we are not 
saved, we are clothed in filthy garments 
in the sight of God. But if we have 
seen our own sinfulness and looked to 
the Lord in faith for salvation, then we 
can say with Isaiah the prophet and 
- Joshua the high priest, “My soul shall 
be joyful in my God; for he hath clothed 
me with the garments of salvation, he 
hath covered me with the robe of right- 
eousness” (Isa. €1:10). 

Ezra 2 tells about all the Jews who re- 
turned to Palestine in this first group. 
We do not know who most of them were, 
but God has put this list in the Bible 
for our learning. When we see the care- 
ful record God has preserved of these 
people, it should remind us of the books 
God is keeping now, in which our names 
are recorded. If we are saved, our 
names are in the Book of Life, and how 
important this is! But there are other 
books kept, which record everything 
that is done here on earth. The unsaved 
dead are to be judged out of books which 
record their deeds. See Revelation 20: 12. 

Read Ezra 2:64, 65. Here is where 
we learn that there were about fifty 
thousand in this first group. Notice that 
there were two hundred singing men 
and singing women among them. Do 
you remember that the singers said, 
when in captivity, “How shall we sing 
the Lord’s song in a strange land?” 
Psalm 137:4. Now they are returning 
to sing once more the praises of the 
Lord who has delivered them from cap- 
tivity. ‘Those of us who have been saved 
and know that our names are written in 
the Book of Life can sing joyfully, “Yes, 
my name’s written there!” Let us close 
our class this morning by singing that 
chorus. 

If there is one here who cannot sing 
these words truthfully, please do not 
sing them at all. I shall be here a few 
minutes after class, so that if one of 
you is not yet saved, or one of you needs 
help in any way, we can take your prob- 
lem to the Lord together. 

FERNDALE, WASH, 
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For Junior Teachers 


By Ruth E. Dow 
Topic and Scripture: 

Returning to the Homeland (Ezra 1:1-8) 
ABYLON was conquered! But the 
Jews still remained prisoners there 

though they lived in their own homes, 
raised their own food, and did other 
kinds of business. Daniel was a trusted 
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helper of the new rulers. He heard 
about Jeremiah’s letter, that seventy 
years was the time. He began to pray. 
He told God how the people had sin- 
ned and deserved this trouble because 
they had not kept God’s Covenant. Then 
he begged God to forgive them and have 
mercy on them. While he was praying, 
the angel Gabriel flew in and touched 
him. Gabriel told Daniel some secrets 
about the number seventy in God’s plans 
and about Christ’s coming to take care 
of the sins and bring forgiveness. 

A new king, Cyrus, came. The king’s 
heralds made an exciting announcement. 
(Read Ezra 1:2-4.) My, my! What 
busy, excited times there were as folks 
talked and planned and got ready! Some 
could not go back because of age, or 
business, or family. Some did not want 
to go back to a ruined city and start 
all over again. But fifty thousand peo- 
ple packed up, with eight thousand 
horses, mules, camels, and donkeys to 
carry all their things. King Cyrus gave 
back the gold and silver dishes which 
had been carried off from the Temple. 
Daniel did not go. Probably he was 
too old for the long, hard trip. But 
he was praying for them. 

God’s promise to bring the people 
back came true! “The word of our God 
shall stand for ever” (Isa. 40:8). It stood 
those seventy years when it did not look 
as if it would come true. But let me 
tell you of another promise that came 
true. Many years before Jerusalem was 
destroyed God told some of His secrets 
to the Prophet Isaiah. God told the 
name of the king who would let the 
people go free—Cyrus! (Isa. 45:1-5, 13.) 
That was long, long before Cyrus was 
born! At the same time God told all 
people how to be saved from their sins, 
no matter how far away they were. 
“Look unto me, and be ye saved, all 
the ends of the earth: for I am God, 
and there is none else” (Isa. 45:22, 
Golden Text). 

A boy about your age, named Charles, 
was worried by his sins. For about five 
years he prayed to God to be saved from 
them. He got up early to read religious 
books. He went to different churches, 
hoping someone could tell him how to 
be saved. Then one winter day he went 
to a little chapel. The minister was 
not there, but a man spoke about this 
very verse: “Look unto me, and be ye 
saved.” Look to the Lord Jesus, “Look 
unto Me; I am hangin’ on the cross, Look 
unto Me; I am dead and buried. Look 
unto Me; I rise again. Look unto Me; 
I ascend to Heaven. Look unto Me; 
I am sittin’ at the Father’s right hand. 
O poor sinner, look unto Me! look unto 
Me!” Then the speaker looked right at 
Charles. “Young man, you look very 
miserable. And you always will be 
miserable, . . . if you don’t obey my 
text. . . . Young man, look to Jesus 
Christ. Look! Look! Look! You have 
nothin’ to do but to look and live.” 


, for Charles, 
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Charles looked with all his heart, and 
right that minute he was saved. Such 
a thrill and joy came into his heart as he 
saw the Lord Jesus had paid for his 
sins, and he was free.1 

Look for yourself. Then post up this 
verse at home. Tell others how it worked 
who became a_e great 
preacher, and for you. After we have 
looked and been saved, our Memory 
Verse has a good promise: “I am with 
you, saith the Lord” (Hag. 2:4). 





'A fuller account of this incident was given 
in the Times: “Charles H. Spurgeon’s Conver- 
sion,” October 1, 1949. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


OTHER and Daddy Baker were 

talking about the Sunday school 
lesson, as they did almost always at 
breakfast on Saturday mornings. (They 
studied it through the week, you know, 
and then talked it over the day before 
they each taught their own classes.) 

“Isn’t it wonderful,” Daddy said, “to 
think that Isaiah wrote his prophecy to 
the children in captivity more than a 
century before they were ever released?” 

Sally’s eyes and mouth flew open. 
“What does all that mean, Daddy? I 
never heard those words before!” 

Mother and Daddy both laughed. “Ex- 
cuse us, honey,” Mother said. “You were 
so quiet we had forgotten you were 
here. What Daddy was saying was this: 
In the long, long, long ago God’s people 
were prisoners in a faraway land 
(Babylon). They had been taken cap- 
tives because God allowed it. You re- 
member, I’m sure, that God’s people had 
been worshiping false, make-believe 
gods that were only images. This was 
sin, and God hates sin! And so He al- 
lowed His people to be severely pun- 
ished by being takén to a land of people 
who also worshiped false gods. While 
they were there they were prisoners, 
and another word for prisoners is cap- 
tives. So we speak of that time as the 
Captivity.” 

Daddy continued: “Although God 
hates sin and sin must be punished, God 
is also a loving God. So He gave a 
message of comfort, to His people 
through Isaiah, His prophet. The mes- 
sage was really a promise. God said 
that He was going to deliver His peo- 
ple out of the hands of their captors. 
He promised also that when they got 
back home they would be able to re- 
build their beloved city of Jerusalem 
and the Temple where once again they 
could worship God. And you know, 
Sally, God even told the name of the 
man who would set His people free. 
That name was Cyrus. And God made 
that promise more than a hundred years 
before Cyrus was born! That is why 
I used the word ‘century’ when I men- 
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Lesson for August 28 


tioned it to Mother. A century is a 
hundred years.” 

“A hundred years is an awful long 
time, isn’t it?” Sally asked. 

“Yes, a hundred years is a long time. 
But God wanted His people to know that 
He hates sin.” Mother looked very seri- 
ous as she thought about that. 

“IT think,” Daddy said, “that the very 
interesting thing about tomorrow’s les- 
son is how Cyrus did exactly what God 
had said he would do. Cyrus lived in 
another land (Persia). He was a king. 
God had some work to be done. God 
had chosen Cyrus to do the work, and 
no one can change God’s plans!” 

“So,” Mother added, “one day Cyrus 
announced to God’s people that they 
could now return to their own land. He 
said they would not all have to return 
if they did not want to. You see, the 
people had lived, in Babylon so long that 
they had come to think of it as their 
home. But really God wanted His peo- 
ple to live in their own land,-not in 
another land. Of course, we could hardly 
blame the people for not wanting to go 
back to Jerusalem. There they would 
have had to live in tents. In Babylon 
they had their nice homes. So it took 
very unselfish people who were willing 
to make’ real sacrifices to go up to Jeru- 
salem and start the hard work of re- 
building that place. 

“King Cyrus asked the people who 
remained to give an offering—silver, 
gold, beasts, precious things, and other 
gifts. So everyone together, whether 
they went to their own land or stayed 
in the land of Babylon—all of them 
could have a share in God’s work.” 

Sally spoke up, “God still has work 
to do, doesn’t He?” 

“Indeed He has, Sally. Can you think 
of something that God wants done?” 
Mother asked. 

“Oh, yes. Our missionaries in Brazil 
need a hospital very badly. They need 








This Week’s Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 637) 


1. About a century and a half. 

2. They ascribe it to an anonymous 
author, whom they believe to have lived 
at the time of Cyrus. 

3. It contains the actual name of the 
man involved, with other vivid details, 
so figs before the events. 

4. “My shepherd” (Isa. 44:28). 

5. A career of unimpeded ome 
(Isa, 45:1-3). 

6. Belshazzar (Dan. 5). 

7. Darius the Mede (Dan. 5:31). 

8. Daniel. 

9. To build God’s house in Jerusalem 
(Ezra 1:2), 

10. By stirring up their spirit (Ezra 
1:1, 5). 

ELMuurRSsT, ILL, 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES’: 


NEWSPAPER REPORTER 
Wanted for New Jersey semi-weekly (8500 ABC). 
Experience with camera and Scano helpful. Con- 
tact R. D. GILL, Dover (New Jersey) ADVANCE. 
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Secretarial position ‘* xrstienced sinsle 
50 years of —-. Eastern city, missionary organization. 
ty 


Opportunity for advancement. Address Adv. No. 729, 
Sunday School Times, 325 N. 13th St., Phila. 5, Pa. 
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and lead them to Christ. 
SEND 25¢ FOR A SELECTION OF 25 
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De you have friends 
and loved ones attending 


modernistic churches? Give them 


to answer the problem, 


Are $3 worth $300 to you? 


One mother said, “It’s worth $300 instead of ei if 
MY CHUM helps Geraldine grow up to be a 
ter child of God. That's why Tiike MY CHUM . 


MY CHUM is a children’s magazine with Christ- 


centered stories, puzzles, games, and comics. 
Monthly. 
MY CHUM Box SS 


$3 per year. Sample free. 
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A great classic commentary... 
written in another generation 
yet timeless as man himself 




























by Adam Clarke 


A gentle, understanding, pious man, Adam Clarke sought 
only to illuminate the Scriptures and not to interject con- 
troversy into the study of them. Called “The Prince of Com- 
mentators,” he possessed amazingly comprehensive knowledge 
of the Bible. His ability to make that knowledge live for 
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sheets for the beds and lots and lots of 
bandages—the kind of bandages that 
even we children can make. You know, 
we take nice clean sheets of cloth and 
roll them real tight. And that is a big 
help. We aren’t big enough yet to be 
missionaries. We can’t help to build the 
hospital. We don’t have any money to 
give. But by rolling the bandages we 
are doing something. And that means 
we are having a part in helping the peo- 
ple in Brazil to hear about the Lord 
Jesus. I’m so glad I can help to do God’s 
work, aren’t you?” 
LANCASTER, PA. 
we 


Children at Home 


Fishing With Mariya 
By Marjorie A. Clark 
Etu Ankwashi 
Tu ku yi kwasha 
Akwetu onsu! 
ARIYA loved the song they sang at 
the Ankwashi [Helpers] Class at 
Sunday school, but sometimes when she 
was singing, “We, the Helpers, will help 
all our fellows,” she wondered if she was 
a very good helper. One Sunday the white 
missionary lady, Dona Nancy Laird, told 
them about the words of the Lord Jesus, 
who said, “Follow Me, and I will make 
you fishers of men.” Mariya thought 
that was a very strange thing indeed. 
How could they catch men the way 
people caught fish? She ran after Dona 
to ask her about it. 

“Dona, you said the ‘Helpers’ should 
catch their friends for Jesus the way 
they catch fish!” Mariya said, laughing. 
“You do not know how we catch fish, 
or you would not say that!” 

“It is true, Mariya, that I have not 
been fishing since coming to Rhodesia. 
How do you catch fish here?” 

“You will see! And then you will 
tell me how we can be fishers for Jesus!” 

Several days later Mariya went run- 
ning up to the mission to tell Dona 
Nancy that tomorrow was to be a fish- 
ing day. Today the wururu leaves had 
been plucked from the golden flowered 
bush near the village, and the women 
had pounded them. They would start 
at about eight in the morning and fish 
all day until the sun began to go down. 

Mariya was very excited when the 
missionary joined the party the next 
morning. Some of the women had also 
been very surprised that the white lady 
wanted to come, but Mariya explained 
that she was anxious to know how the 
people in this country did their fishing. 
Nearly all the boys and girls from the 
village were there, some carrying bas- 
kets of wururu pulp and others with 
hoes. They sang and shouted all the 


way along the path to the river. 
As soon as they arrived, the boys dug 
red mud from the river’s bank, and the 
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women mixed it with the wururu pulp. 
Then the mud was put into loosely 
woven baskets and carried out into the 
stream. The baskets were put into the 
water and shaken up and down, until 
all the water in the river was murky 
red. 

Then the whole company rushed into 
the river, baskets and basins in hand, 
to catch the fish which appeared on the 
top of the water, wriggling helplessly. 
The wururu did its work well. In her 
excitement Mariya splashed around, for- 
getting the white lady until she caught 
sight of her with her dress tucked up 
trying to hold a slippery fish with her 
fingers. . 

“Isn’t this fun, Dona?” Mariya called 
to her. 

The missionary nodded. 

“But what makes them come to the 
top of the water like this?” 

“It is because of the poison, Dona. It 
is not poison really, but something in 
the wururu makes it hard for the fish 
to breathe. See how weak and helpless 
they are!” 

For two or three hours they paddled 
downstream, following the flow of 
muddy water with its wealth of dying 
fish. In places where the water raced 
between rocks, Mariya held her basket 
downstream to act as a trap. The white 
lady was hardly catching any at all, 
Mariya could see; she was not quick 
enough nor patient enough. Perhaps 
she found the water too cold to stay 
in for long at a time, but in her anxiety 
to catch fish Mariya didn’t give a thought 
to the coldness of the water. 

At last the fishing was done and, wet 
and weary, the company straggled back 
to the village. The baskets of fish were 
laid out on the grass, and there were 
many exclamations of delight at the 
catch. Mariya was proud of her full 
bowl—how good they would taste roasted 
over the fire for a relish with her mush! 
Then she noticed that the missionary’s 
bowl had just two or three tiny silver 
fish at the bottom. Without a moment’s 
hesitation Mariya went over and dumped 
her day’s catch into the bowl. 

“Mariya, don’t do that! Those are your 


fish. I’m not a very good fisherman, 
I’m afraid. I didn’t do it the right 
way.” 


“But you have not practiced, Dona. 
It takes time to learn how to fish. Let 
me carry the catch for you back to the 
mission on the hilltop.” 

They walked together up the twisting 
trail. 

“You see, Dona, the way we catch 
fish! Is it different in your country?” 

“Oh, yes,” said Dona Nancy, and told 
Mariya all about hooks and lines, 

“How did they catch fish when Jesus 
was on earth?” 

“They used nets. Are you thinking 
about Jesus saying He wants us to be 
fishers of men?” 

Mariya nodded, 
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“What did you do first when you were 
going fishing?” the missionary asked. 
Mariya thought for a moment. 

“We had to get everything ready— 
the baskets, the basins, and the bait.” 

“That’s right.” The missionary nod- 
ded. “You had to prepare what you 
would need. And then, instead of lying 
lazily by the side of the river, you had 
to give up your ease and comfort and 
go-into the water and work hard. The 
water was cold and the work tiring, and 
the poor fish didn’t want to be caught. 
You had to be quick, patient, and per- 
sistent.” 

“It’s not very easy to catch them,” 
Mariya said. 

“I think that is what Jesus meant, 
don’t you? It is hard work to catch 
others for Him, and you get cold and 
tired and discouraged. , But do you 
know, Mariya, at the end of the day we 
will go to Him in the Village of Heaven, 
and we'll lay our baskets of fish at His 
feet. I wonder if we'll have a good 
catch? Perhaps, like today, yours will 
be more than mine!” 

Mariya’s eyes were bright, 

“If I tell others about Jesus and bring 
them to Him, I'll be catching them, won't 
I? Then I'll be a real helper!” 

“Yes, you'll be a true helper and a 
fisher of men, as Jesus said. You can 
fish for the girls in your village, Mariya, 
and bring them to Ankwashi class and 
to the Mission. You can tell them about 
the Lord Jesus, too.” 

“I will, Dona. Even if they don’t want 
to be caught, I’m going to keep after 
them! I won’t get tired of fishing for 
Jesus!” And leaving her bowl of gleam- 
ing fish in the mission station kitchen, 
Mariya raced back down the hill to the 
village, to begin her work of fishing for 
Jesus. 

Courtenay, B. C., Can. 


“ 
Godliness and Physical Safety 


(Continued from second page) 


Lord Jesus Christ, who “abolished in 
his flesh the enmity, even the law of 
the commandments contained in ordi- 
nances; for to make in himself of twain 
one new man, so making peace” (Eph. 
2:15). But, as a people, the. Jews are 
still distinct. The three basic groups 
of peoples are all mentioned in one 
verse: “Give none offense, neither to 
the Jews, nor to the Gentiles, nor to 
the church of God” (1 Cor. 10:32). To 
apply to the Church all the promises 
made to Israel is not “rightly dividing 
the word of truth” (2 Tim. 2:15). 

The following examples will show that 
earnest Christians, and even those who 
are serving God with all their strength, 
do suffer like other people. 

Epaphroditus, who was Paul’s “brother, 
and companion in labour, and fellow- 
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Lesson for August 28 


soldier,” “was sick nigh unto death” 

(Phil. 2: 25-27). 

Paul had to leave Trophimus at Mile- 
tum: because he was sick (2 Tim. 4:20). 

Paul himself, as is well known, suf- 
fered from “a thorn in the flesh,” and 
three times he asked God to remove it. 
But the Lord did not do it, and instead 
said to him, “My grace is sufficient for 
thee: for my strength is made perfect in 
weakness” (2 Cor. 12:7-10). 

Miss Charlotte Elliott’s hymn, “Just 
As I Am, Without One Plea,” has been 
sung around the world and brought bless- 
ing to thousands. Francis Arthur Jones, 
author of “Famous Hymns and Their 
Authors” (Hodder and Stoughton, Lon- 
don, 1902, probably out of print), said 
of her: “Like Dr, Doddridge, Charlotte 
Elliott was an invalid for the greater 
part of her life. She lived to the age 
of eighty-two, and her compositions are 
to be found in every hymnal published 
during the last fifty years.” 

Fanny Crosby, the hymn writer, was 
made blind when she was about six 
weeks old through the “lack of knowl- 
edge and skill” of those who put poul- 
tices on her weak eyes. Yet her biog- 
rapher, S. Trevena Jackson, says that in 
her ninety-third year “she had written 
and had been paid for, by the Bigelow 
and Main Company, five thousand nine 
hundred hymns. Mr. Hubert P. Main esti- 
mates that she has written for other pub- 
lishers and friends two thousand seven 
hundred more, in addition tosecular poems. 
There is no doubt that altogether her 
hymns and poems total over eight thou- 
sand.” (From “Fanny Crosby’s Story of 
Ninety-Four Years,” Fleming H. Revell 
Co., then in New York City, 1915; now 
in Westwood, N. J.) 

Annie Johnson Flint, who wrote a 
great many poems of Christian comfort, 
was crippled for years by arthritis. 

Dr. Walter Turnbull, onetime head of 
the Missionary Training Institute of the 
Christian and Missionary Alliance, Ny- 
ack, N. Y., was thrown from an auto- 
mobile and killed as he was returning 
one night from a speaking. engagement. 

Charles W. Abel, who founded the 
Kwato Mission in, New Guinea and 
bravely served the Lord for about forty 
years as a missionary, was struck by 
a car as he was walking along a road 
in England and died a few days later. 

A minister and his wife, who were 
about to leave Philadelphia to take up 
a new charge in the Middle West, were 
in their car and just starting to cross 
an.intersection on the green light. A 
reckless driver, trying to “beat the 
light,” smashed into their car and in- 
jured them badly. 

The mother of one of the Times’ 
writers, a woman who loves the Lord 
with all her heart, was painfully and 
seriously injured by the explosion of a 
boiler in her own kitchen and rendered 
helpless for many months. 

These examples do not mean that God 
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never gives special protection or works 
miracles on behalf of His own children; 
but they remind us that His ways are 
inscrutable, that we cannot always and 
in all circumstances claim exemption 
from tragedy as our right, and that we 
must trust Him through all trials and 
learn what lessons we can from them. 


Probably one of the greatest passages 
in English Christian literature on this 
mystery of Christian suffering is to be 
found in Sir Robert Anderson’s great 
book, “The Gospel and Its Ministry” ,(out 
of print for many years, but recently 
issued in an attractive new edition by 
Kregel Publications, Grand Rapids 6, 
Mich.). 


“The faith that bears and suffers,” 
wrote Sir Robert, “is greater than the 
faith that triumphs. How many there 
are who, through ignorance of this mys- 
tery of faith, have made shipwreck of 
their hopes, and are sunk under trial 
and disappointment. Faith Must be pre- 
pared for a refusal. Faith trusts for 
safety, but never fails when perils come. 
Faith looks for food and shelter, but 
never falters when ‘hunger, and thirst, 
and cold, and nakedness’ become its 
portion. The faith that cries with the 
Psalmist, ‘At midnight I will rise to give 
thanks unto thee,’ is truer and greater 
than the faith that could bid the sun 
stand still upon Gibeon; and the suffer- 
ings of Paul denote a higher faith than 
the mightiest acts of Elijah. ‘In deaths 
oft. Of the Jews five times received 
I forty stripes save one. Thrice was 


I beaten with rods; once was I stoned; 
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The American European Bethel Mission, Inc. 
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Communion Linens—Table Scarves 
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THE DAWN OF THE SCARLET AGE 
by Edgar Ainslie 


Because of the keen interest 
of readers, the series of stud- 
ies in the Book of Revelation 
published in The Sunday 
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brought out in book form, 
to sell for $2. 


Readers of the series have said: 
“They are so helpful in understand- 


ing this ‘Book of Mystery.’” , 

“Have been a rich blessing to us, 
and serve to help us understand the 
prophetic portions of the Bible better. 
Espécially is this true of the Book of 
Revelation.” 





“Am hoping that you will offer the whole series in book form so that your 


readers may be able to obtain it in convenient form for rereading and study.” 
o 
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thrice I suffered shipwreck; a night and 
a day have I been in the deep... . In 
weariness and painfulness, in watchings 
often, in hunger and thirst, in fastings 
often, in cold and nakedness.’ 

“‘A night and a day have I been in 
the deep!’ Paul—the beloved child and 
saint of God, the faithful and honored 
servant, the chosen vessel to bear His 
name before the world, the foremost of 
the apostles—clinging to some frail plank 
upon the wild lone sea, hour after hour 
for a whole sun’s round; in hunger, and 
thirst, and cold; the sport of every wave; 
lost to earth, and seemingly unknown 
to Heaven; and yet he had a God who 
could have delivered him by a word! 
And though deliverance came not, he 
kept his heart and eye fixed upon un- 
seen realities, and reckoned the present 
sufferings unworthy to be compared with 
the coming glory.” 


The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, August 28 


4. Lessons From the Campfire 
(Isa. 55:12, 13; Acts 28:1-6) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission 
HIS week’s meeting is another that 
lends itself to an out-of-doors setting. 
But, as in the case of the other meet- 
ings discussed for this month of August, 
careful plans need to be made if em- 
barrassing interruptions of diversions are 
to be avoided. The time of the meeting 
should be planned so that it will be 
after dark, and of course an adequate 
supply of dry wood should be available, 
as well as water to quench the fire thor- 
oughly when you are through with it. 
A fire in which the sticks are laid in 
the form of a hollow pyramid will give 
the best light for hymn singing and the 
reading of the Scriptures, and the like. 
But this type of fire burns down quickly 
and the wood will need to be replenished 
if the meeting is to last for an hour 
or so.’ 

If the meeting is held on a weekday 
night, you may well begin with several 
campfire games, such as “Jack’s Alive” 
and some campfire songs or rounds, fol- 
lowed by a wiener roast or marshmal- 
low roast, then close with some Gospel 
choruses, a Scripture message, and tes- 
timonies. Do not, however, attempt to 
inject the games and the eats into a 
Sunday evening service. 

If an outdoor meeting is impossible, 
perhaps some of your group who are 
handy with tools can fasten together 
some sticks of wood in the form of a 
campfire and you can place this in the 
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center of your meeting room with an 


electric light inside covered with red . 


and yellow cellophane. Chairs can be 
pushed back against the wall and those 
who are present can sit on the floor 
around the “fire.” 

3 


There are two fires mentioned in 
John’s Gospel that may well form the 
basis for the Scripture message around 
the campfire. One is found in John 18, 
verses 12 to 18 and 25 to 27; the other 
you will find in John 21, verses 4 to 14. 
The first scene is in the courtyard of 
the high priest where those who were 
the enemies of the Lord Jesus, or who 
at least were not His followers, were 
gathered around the fire to warm them- 
selves. Simon Peter, who so recently 
had shown his zeal for the Lord Jesus 
by cutting off the ear of one of the men 
who came to arrest Christ, came into 
the courtyard and went up to the fire to 
warm himself also. We are all familiar 
with the tragic results that followed, as 
Peter three times denied that he was 
one of Christ’s disciples. 
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The world today has many things that 
seem very attractive and look to be 
very desirable, but when we go to the 
fire of those who are not followers of 
the Lord Jesus Christ, in an effort to 
find satisfaction or enjoyment, we are 
stepping into the place of temptation, 
and, if we remain there, we shall find 
ourselves, either by word or by associa- 
tion, denying the Lord who bought us. 

se 


What a difference we shall find at the 
fire that the Lord Jesus builds and in 
the food that He provides, as did the 
disciples when they gathered around His 
fire on the shore of the Sea of Galilee! 
Let us, therefore, heed His invitation to 
“come and dine” and receive from His 
hand that which will truly satisfy our 
hunger as nothing else can. At His 
fire we shall find strength and provision 
to go forth in His service and under His 
direction. , 

“ # 

Do not close this campfire meeting 
without a period of quiet meditation, and 
then an invitation for any who do not 
know the Lord Jesus Christ as their 
Saviour to accept Him. This can be 
followed by an appeal to any who may 
have been trying to find satisfaction 
and pleasure and companionship. at 
Satan’s fire to come and be warmed and 
fed by that which the Lord Jesus supplies 
in His Word and under the ministry of 
His faithful servants. 

You may wish to close your meeting 
with a friendship circle, singing a verse 
of some hymn, such as “Blest Be the 
Tie That Binds,” and then the following 
to the music of “Taps”: 

Day is done, gone the sun 

From the lake, from the hills, from the 
sky. 
All Yon safely rest, 
God is nigh. 
PHILADELPHIA, 
D4 


Evening Thoughts 
(Continued from page 633) 


To me “grace” is something that enables 
us to do “graciously” what otherwise 
we'd do grudgingly or not at all. So 
the building, repairing, gardening, teach- 
ing, preaching, cooking, bandaging, etc., 
go on. 

“How glamorous!” a lady said to us 
at home, when we were telling about 
the work in the Amazon. But it isn’t all 
glamour. 

The big news item is the inauguration 
of the new schoolhouse which your gifts 
have made a possibility. It has taken 
a lot of stone breaking, cement mixing, 
etc. Some day another room will be 
added to it, but for the present two 
large schoolrooms are sufficient. 

You who are acquainted with the 
problems of teen-agers, please give ours 
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a special place in your prayers. There 
are some twenty of this age in the home. 
How attractive the baubles of the world 
appear through their young eyes! May 
we have their full confidence and be 
able to guide them through these de- 
cisive years of their lives. 


Lovingly in Christ, 
Angus and Rosemary Cunningham. 


For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


August 22 to 29 


Mon.—Ezra 1:1-4. 
A King’s Proclamation. 
PRAYER SuccEsTIONS: “Thus saith Cyrus 
king of Persia, The Lord God of heaven 
hath given me all the kingdoms of the 
earth; and he hath charged me to build 
him an house at Jerusalem.” Get the 
deep reasons for Cyrus’s confession of 
God and his readiness to favor and 
aid the rebuilding of the second Tem- 
ple. (Please read Isa. 45:1-3). Rulers 
of the earth are in the hands of 
God. Because of this, let all Chris- 
tians pray daily and earnestly for 
their rulers according to 1 Timothy 
2:1-8. Awareness of accountability te 
God is the great necessity of all national 
leaders. The world has yet to see what 
God will do for His cause through men 
in executive offices of government, 
blessed in answer to prayer. Pray for 
your Chief Executive. 


Tues.—Ezra 1:5-11. 
Return to Jerusalem. 


Prayer SvuccesTions: “Them of the 
captivity that were brought up from 
Babylon unto Jerusalem.” Forty-two 
thousand, three hundred and sixty souls 
availed themselves of the providential 
opportunity that God gave them through 
Cyrus to return to Jerusalem. People 
always are made willing to do God's 
will in the days of His power. Note the 
prayer of Moses, the man of God (Psa. 
90). He indicates our privilege to have 
displays of divine grace (see vs. 16, 17). 
Pray for a work of the Spirit in your 
congregation and church families, 


Wed.—Ezra 2:64-70. 
The People Who Returned. 


Prayer Succestions: “The children of 
the province that went up out of the 
captivity ... and came... unto Jeru- 
salem” (v. 1). Note that the thousands 
who returned were mostly those inter- 
ested in the things of God: priests, 
Levites, singers, porters, Nethinims, the 
children of Solomon's servants, and the 
children of the priests, and their maids 
and servants. Let all who know that 
God wants a spiritual awakening in 
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every evangelical church pray and work 
toward this essential blessing. Pray for 
a deep and mighty conviction of sin to 
steal over the people in your church 
and community (see Psa. 139:23, 24). 


Thurs.—Isaiah 44:21-28. 
The Divine Redeemer. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Thy redeemer.” 
How well do you know your Redeemer, 
and appreciate the price paid to redeem 
your soul from destruction? The re- 
demption of the soul is precious. Only 
God in flesh could ransom us from the 
power of darkness and from sin and per- 
dition. Slight indeed is our apprecia- 
tion of Revelation 1:5. Pray for a tear- 
ful appreciation of the dying love of 
your Saviour. 


Fri—Isaiah 45:1-7. 
Cyrus, the Lord’s Instrument. 
PRAYER SuccesTions: “Thus saith the 
Lord to his anointed, to Cyrus, whose 
right hand I have holden, to subdue 
nations before him.” This prophecy 
concerning Cyrus was written about 
one hundred and seventy-five years be- 
fore he released Israel. Cyrus, melted 
by God’s foreordination of him as con- 
queror of nations and the God-appointed 
liberator of the exiles of Israel, gladly 
became His instrument in their release 
and return. Pray for Israel, 


Sat.—Isaiah 45:8-13. 
The All-Powerful One. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “I the Lord have 
created it.” Let all honor God. Multi- 
tudes know not God and obey not the 
Gospel of His Son. Although they never 
say it, yet they act as if they had told 
God to attend to His own affairs in 
Heaven, and they would manage their 
own affairs down here on earth with- 
out any suggestions from Him. They 
react our Lord’s parable of the Wicked 
Husbandmen, and do as Psalm 2 and 
Romans 1:28-32 indicate. After a min- 
ister’s penetrating appraisal of down- 
ward moral trends, a little girl said, “I 
know that our preacher is against such 
things, but I don’t agree with him.” 
Amazing, isn’t it, how folks defy God 
who holds their lives and destinies in 
His hands? Pray for a world-shaking 
revival. 


Sun.—Psalm 126. 
Thanksgiving for the Return. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: When the Lord 
turned again the captivity of Zion, 
we were like them that dream. Then 
was our mouth filled with laughter, 
and our tongue with singing.” Mercies 
are God’s specialty. He delighteth 
in mercy. Many a downhearted 
Christian has been suddenly lifted 
out of trouble into comforts inde- 
scribable. ‘Weeping and reaping seem 
to be inseparably joined in God’s 
purpose to bless His people (vs. 5, 6). 
Pray for a deeper sense of gratitude 
to God for His mercies te you, 
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